Microfilmed  1 992 


State  Library  of  Florida 
Tallahassee,  Florida 


as  part  of  the 


SOLINET/ASERL  Cooperative 
Preservation  Microfilming  Project 


Funded  in  part  by 

the  National  Endowment  for  the 


Reproductions  may  not  be  made  without  permission  from 

the  State  Library  of  Florida 


COPYRIGHT  STATEMENT  ; 

The  copyright  law  of  the  United  States  ■  Title  17,  United  States  Code  ■ 
concerns  the  making  of  photocopies  or  other  reproductions  of 
copyrighted  material. 

Under  certain  conditions  specified  in  the  law,  libraries  and  archives 
are  authorized  to  furnish  a  photocopy  or  other  reproduction.  One  of 
these  specified  conditions  is  that  the  photocopy  or  other  reproduction 
is  not  to  be  "used  for  any  purpose  other  than  private  study, 
scholarship,  or  research."  If  a  user  makes  a  request  tor,  or  later  uses 
a  photocopy  or  reproduction  for  purposes  in  excess  of  fair  use,  that 
user  may  be  liable  for  copyright  infringement. 

This  institution  reserves  the  right  to  refuse  to  accept  a  .coPY  Of^w  if, 
in  its  judgement,  fulfillment  of  the  order  would  involve  violation  of  the 

copyright  law. 


Belmore  Florida  Land 


Florida,  the  land  of 


Chicago 


[s.n.l 


[1885?] 


Bibliographic  Record  Target 


SOLMNO/^ST  IC?     FBA- 


GLUC   TI  "FLORIDA  THE  LA^:6  OF  SUNSHIME  ORANGES  AND 
HELD  BY  FBA  -  1  OTHER  HOLDING 
OCLC:     7^79031  R^n.-  -  i  :.i- . 


Ht-A!  TH 


R>-c;rd 


n 


Ent 

e!"=d 

« 

1 -b 10605 

F'eij  Lace-;^  :              1*^-0061? 

LJEBd  = 

1  ■: 
.1 

T/p 

e :     a 

Bib 

1  ■••  I  : 

!"^                           3i::Lircc:          d 

Lang  i 

=  nq 

R^p 

*      te 

Enc 

1  •  ]  : 

I                            Covif    pub::     0 

C  t  V  \^ '. 

3    l:J 

Ind 

:i  :      V 

Mod 

rec  : 

G('\'  I    piib  : 

Cunt  -i. 

D-  = 

,""•     • 

Ir.t 

1  \^  i  : 

F  BE  L  Ech  r  :     0 

II  lUE- 

Zj 

F^^B: 

Da teE  ^ 

i    11- Cj'- 

1 

Q  li.  i") 

FHM    c    FH 

i'i    d    F 

Hh 

d. 

043 

v-i-u^-f  1 

3 

090 

R317.C6 

b       3  "^i 

Ci. 

092 

b 

0  ^  9 

FE^- 

v.—- 

1  i  i--. 

-•-^ 

Bei-or^ 

F  lor  i 

da     Land     CC'iparr,'         >?     c;"; 

s 

£60 

1  -:-) 

Flc--id~i, 
Ch  icaqo 

b    th 

5    iar^d    cf    ^  _':iE- ;  i :  .e  ,     Oi  a^iQeE 

^      :d       hSE: 

.-  -r-: 

9 

3  C'  0 

32    '-=       I-' 

1  I  J  US 

1  n 

5  0  0 

Cove"    t  :. 

tl-  = 

11 

ij 

B=i~c '  s 

(  F  i  a  .    >       ;•:      D  =  E  Z  V  J  p  T   !  O  il  ., 

p  —  .  ■■  ■""  1 


Technical  Microfilm  Data 

Microfilmed  by 

University  Microfilms,  International 

Ann  Arbor,  Ml 

on  behatf  of 

SOLINET/ASERL 

Atlanta,  GA 


Film  Size:  35mm  Microfilm 
Reduction  Ratio:       1^     X 


Image  Placement:   lA  |iA  IB   IIB 
Date  Filming  Began: 
Camera  Operator:  


7 


IMAGE  EVALUATION 
TEST  TARGET  (MT-3) 


1.0 

m    2.8 

|63 

b.  ^ 

1.4 

2.5 
22 

I.I 

2.0 
1.8 

1.6 

1.25 

1  50mm 


// 


^  APPLIED  IM4GE 

=  1655  E.  MPIN  STREET 

r_  ROCHESTER,  NY  14609 

=  TEL   C716D  482-0500 

=  FPX   C716D  288-5989 


Precision      IIVU1GE       Products  &  Services 


I    8  ^ 


-»  .■     V  ^ 


^ 


4- — Fli0RID^ — "¥■ 


XHE     IvAND    OK 


SUNSHINE,  ORANGES  «!?  HEALTH. 


.tJ 


^ 


.'^ 


1 


^^ 


AN   AVENUE   IN   AN   ORANGE   GROVE. 
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"No   descriptfon   can   give   any  adequate  Idea   of  the  exceedfngr  richness 
and    beauty    of   an    Orange   Grove    In   full    bearing." 

"The  Glory  of  Florida  is  Its  Climate. "-Rev.  David  Moore,  D.D. 
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How  le  Reach  Flofida  From  the  Kesl 


starting  at  Chicago  we  t«ke  the  old  and  reUable  KANKAKEE  LIKE,  «  hk-li  con- 
uects  at  CtNCIN>' ATI  iu  the  same  Depot  with  the  well  ku,>w»  and  popular 
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This  road  mu»  through  the  famons  bine  grass  region  of  Kentncky.  the  nio.st  b.-au- 
tifnl  seet.ou  oj  this  State,  and  the  following  prominent  cities:  Georgetown,  Lexington. 
nanviUe,  Somerset  and  Chattanooga.  At  the  latter  city  we  have  ehoic  of  two  road.. 
one  route  is  via  the  Ea.st  Tenne.s,see.  Virginia  &  Georgia  Radway,  passing  thn.u.^l. 
Rome  Atlanta,  Maeon  and  .Tessup,  connecting  at  Jessup  with  the  Savannah.  Tin,  ida  ,< 
Western  lor  .Jacksonville,  pa..sing  thr.mgh  the  great  cotton  district  of  Tennes,,ee  au^ 

Georgia. 

THE  SECOND  i.s  Via  Westeoi  .t  Atlantic.  Central  of  Georgia.  Brmiswiek  &  We.stern. 
through  Atlanta,  Macon,  Albany  and  Waycroas,  connecting  there  with  the  Savannulu 
Floril  .t  Western  for  Jacksonville.     This  i.  a  favorite  route  with  many  touristn  and 

travelers. 

From  Jacksonv-iUe  we  take  tlie  Jacksonville,  Tampa  &  Key  West  Railway,  to  (ir..u 

Cove  Springs,  a  beautiful  ride  aloug  the  banks  of   the  great   St.  Johns  River  of  only 

thirty  miles,  which  connects  witH  the  Green  Cove  Spnngs  &  Melrose  Railway,  thenc.  to 


Through  sleeping  cars  are  run 


from  Cincinnati  direct  to  Jacksonville,  prompt  con 


nections  are  made  and  no  delays  experienced.    For  passenger  rates,  either  single  trip 
or  excursion,  address 

MR.  J.  C.  TUCKER, 

General  Northweetern  Passenger  Agent. 

121  RANDOLPH  STREET,  CHICAGO,  ILL. 
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The  Belmore  Flofida  Land  Compaof 

Organized  under  the  Laws  of  tlie  State  of  Florida, 


CAPITAL  STOCK  $500,000. 


^T  AFFORDS  us  pleasure  to  lay  before  you  this  little  book,  giving  some  very  valuable 
pl  information  about  the  lands  of  our  Company,  and  what  a  person  of  moderate 
^  means  ean  do  in  Florida  to  make  a  home  and  secure  for  himself  health  and  enough 
of  this  world's  goods  to  insure  for  his  declining  years  a  competency  that  shall  know  no 

want. 

There  is  but  one  Florida— incomparable.    Nature  has  lavished  her  gifts  most  boim- 

tifully  here.     The  "Golden  Peninsulas"  popularity  as  the  foremost  health  resort  is  ever 

increasing.     The  Indies  have   no  fruits  that   equal  those  of   Florida ;  there  is  no  finer 

climate  in  the  world,  and  in   no  portion  of  the  great  Republic  are  there  to  be  found 

phases  of  development  and  progress  more  wonderful  and  interesting  than  those  that 

are  growing  in  this  semi-tropical  clime. 

There  is  no  fruit  like  Florida's.  The  best  products  of  the  tropics  and  the  temper- 
ate zones  seem  to  meet  here  in  luscious  perfection. 

It  is  the  land  of  old  age,  that  would  not  be  able  to  brave  the  rigors  of  a  Northern 
winter.     Here  erne  may  bask  all  day  long. 

Read  the  articles  in  this  work  by  eminent  divines,  who  do  not  write  for  money, 
but  for  the  welfare  of  the  whole  hard-working  and  winter-freezing  people  of  the  North. 

What  better  indorsement  of  its  healthfulness  does  any  one  require  than  from  the 
fact  that  about  100,000  people  annually  go  to  Florida,and  the  best  families  of  the  North 
have  permanent  homes  and  orange  groves  in  the  State,  and  continue  to  reside  there 
winter  and  summer.    It  is  hardly  worth  while  to  say  that  such  a  noted  person  as 

MRS.    HARRIET   BEECHER   STOWE, 

the  famous  author  of  Uncle  Tom's  Cabin,  has  spent  half  of  her  life  in  this  State,  and 
has  one  of  the  best  orange  groves  in  Florida,  yielding  her  a  handsome  annual  income. 


THE  BELMORE  PURCHASE. 

The  original  purchase  of  the  Belmore  Florida  Land  Company  comprised  nearly 
four  thousand  acres  and  from  time  to  time  large  tracts  are  being  added.  All  of  the 
purchase  was  selected  by  the  most  careful  inspection,  only  such  lands  as  were  high, 
dry,  and  suitable  for  orange  and  fruit  growing  being  selected. 
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THE  BELMORE  FLORIDA    LAXl)   COMPAXY 


Kl\  of  this  entire  tract  is  high,  rolling  pine  land,  covered  ^^•ith  a  heavT  grov.'t^  of 
1  irrd  tfne    avera<^ing  from  two  to  five  thousand  feet  of  timber  to  the  acre, 

fhf  greater  ^a^;?  thes^^r^-ees,  comprising  3,500,.H)0  feet,  will  be  taken  off,  and  the 

TIMBER   SAWED   UP 

into  lumber  suitable  tor  house-building.  A  large  saw-mill  is  already  ou  the  premises 
„„,!  .1,0  iniirl  is  beiuK  rapidly  cleared  up  ready  (or  settlers. 

The  cmfital  stock  of  the  Betmore  Laud  Company  is  $500,0(«,  three  hundred  thou- 
sand of  i  being  preferred  stock,  bearing  interest  at  the  rate  of  ten  per  cent  per  annum. 
Tto  stock  is  offered  for  sale  at  par  value,  $IU  per  share,  with  mterest  payable  sen..- 

lival  shares  being  redeemable  iu  cash  at  market  value  or  payable  at  double  the 
Z^  i  "any  of  the  rfal  estate  of  the  Company  at  schedule  prices.  The  ground  for 
an  or^"ge  ^ove  of  about  500  acres  in  extent,  is  being  cleared  up,  and  ao,000  trees  wiU 


A  HOME  IX  AN  ORANGE  GROVE 


be  set  out.    The  trees  which  we  shall  use  will  be  from  three  to  four  years  old.  and  will 
come  in  bearing  in  from  two  to  three  years. 

The  increase  of  this  property  alone,  which,  at  first  cost,  will  be  about  S^()0  pei  acre. 
TNill  double  in  value  everj^  year.  The  fourth  year  after  starting  the  grove,  basing  the 
calculations  from  the  average  results  obtained  throughout  the  State,  this  tract  oi  oi  i 
acres  will  be  worth  one  thoumnd  <1oUarM  per  acre,  or  fire  hundre,l  thousand  dollars. 
stated  before,  the  investors  in  the  stock  of  this  Company  will  find  their  .shares  increas- 
ing in  value  evei^s'  season,  and  a  sure  guarantee  of  interest  money. 

Upon  application  the  Belmore  Florida  Land  Company  will  furnish  the  na^^^es  oi 
parties  in  Florida  who  have  groves  which  cost  from  S50  to  $75  per  acre  to  s  art,  six 
years  ago,  which  to-day  they  have  refused  to  sell  at  twenty-three  J^'"/7V  ^'/toTw  o 
acre.   What  think  you,  reader,  is  this  talk,  or  do  you  want  to  know  the  facts?  It  you  do, 
wTite  to  us  and  we  will  furnish  them.  , 

The  Belmore  purchase  is  in  the  southeastern  part  of  Clay  County  on  ^He  Ime  f>f 
the  Green  Cove  Springs  &  Melrose  Railroad,  making  it  the  most  vuluab  e  land  in  t  le 
State,  being  onlv  fortv-three  miles  southwest  of  Jacksonville,  which  is  the  gi'cat  ship- 
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THE  BELMORE  FLORIDA    LAXB    COMPANY. 


ping  point  North  for  the  State.  Arriving  at  Jacksonville,  a  short  ride  of  fifty  minutes 
by  the  Jacksonville,  Key  West  &  Tampa  Eailroad  brings  you  to  Green  Cove  Springs. 
Here  you  transfer  to  the  Green  Cove  Springs  &  Melrose  road  for  Belmore  City.  Many 
settlers  from  the  North  and  West  are  coming  in  and  it  will  not  be  long  before  this  land 
will  treble  in  value  and  all  of  this  section  be  settled  bj-  a  prosperous  and  happy 
people. 

A-  PROPHESY. 

A  recent  visitor  who  traversed  our  land  over  while  in  Florida,  and  a  gentleman  who 
has  spent  years  here  and  has  seen  the  wonderful  results  from  small  beginnings,  made 
this  statement:  "I  predict  that  the  time  will  come  when  this  entire  tract  will  be  one 
settlement ;  every  inch  of  ground  will  be  covered  with  umbrageous  and  sweet-scented 
orange  groves,  tropical  fruits  and  vegetables,  yielding  their  owners  immense  incomes, 


AX   uiiANuL  cd;iJ\  I-. 

while  the  balmy,  .sunnj-  climate,  will  bring  back  health  to  the  pallid  cheek  of  the 
invalid/' 


HOW  ORANGE  GROVES  PAY. 

THE   SPEER    GROVE. 

THIS  grove  is  situated  near  Sanford,  in  Orange  County,  Florida.  The  Speer  grove 
contains  .six  acres  of  550  trees,  which,  in  1883.  ])roduced  1.8(H>  oranq<H  each,  and  netted 
111"  owner  $2,(i(K)  \m}y  acre,  and  the  present  owner  says  that  the  annual  average  of  the 
55!)  trees  will  be  about  1,000  each.  Just  opposite  this  wonderful  Speer  grove  is  another, 
containing  thi-ee  acres,  which,  though  a  young  grove,  has  given  2,300  l)oxes  of  oranges 
«  year-  Two  miles  west  of  Belmore  City  there  is  a  small  clearing,  owned  by  Aaron 
Geiger.  This  iwan  luis  seveml  very  thrifty  trees,  two  of  them,  the  i)ast  season,  yielding 
over  10,000  oranges  each. 

Theae  few  items  are  only  i  ited  to  show  what  is  being  done  in  Florida  by  orange 
powers.  There  are  thousands  of  men.  and  women,  too,  who  have  fine  gi'oves  that  are 
♦loing  as  well  as  those  we  have  mentioned.  The  HaiTis  grove,  near  Ocalla.  wiiich,  by 
the  way,  is  only  ten  ye^irs  old.  paid  its  owner  a  net  profit  this  season  of  nearlj*  seventy- 
iwo  thoujsund  dullura. 
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THE  BELMOnK   FLOliU'A    /.AM>    ro.V/M.Vy 


Tii^his  entiiv  tract  is  high,  rolling'  pino  land,  oovoro.l  ^Nith  a  heavy  giwth  of 
1  1    .  h^r- vora.an.^  Ironi  tw<.   t<»  tiv.   thousan<I   tVt-t    <.f  tunlu-r  t.>   the  acre. 

'^^:lr  ;:;;:;  o;;;::::  t;;es.  conu>nsin.  3.500,ouo  t^et,  .  .U  U.  taken  ott,  ana  the 

TIMllEK   SAWED    UP 

into  l,unb..r  »uita..le  for  houso..mil,Un,^    A  lar,..  .nv-.mU  is  ah-..u,ly  ,m  ,h..  i>r..,nis.s 

""""     '  ■  ,^    ,,  V    i-       .    Cal  .state  ..f  th..  C.nimuy  at  m-Iu..!,.!..  pri.-e.s.     Tl.e  (n-ound  for 
':;:':™    :;    a    t  i  Im  ..o,,  ac..  ^  ..xton..  i»  being  cleavecl  „„,  and  :.,M trees  will 
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A  Hn:\[K  IX  AN  OlIANdK  (iP.oVK 

1,0  set  .mt.     The  trers  whi<-h  we  shall  us.  will  be  ITom  three  to  lour  years  ..1.1.  and  will 
fon»e  in  hearing  in  from  two  to  three  years.  ' 

The  inereas.  of  this  property  ah.ne.  whieh.  at  th-st  cost,  will  be  about  H  •  p      aci 
will  donble  in  valne  every  y.ar.     The  f.mrth  year  after  starting  the  gr.>ve    bas  n     1 1  u 
ralenlatuMis  from  th.-  average  results  obtaim.l  tlmmghout  tlu- State,  this    lactci  • 
anvs  will    b.  w.,rth  n,u    Ihnns.nnI  ,lnll„rs  ,.  r  nrrr.  or, fin   fnn.Irr,!  tl,nus,n„l  </o//.o.s.     As 
state.l  Ix.fore.  th.'  investors  in  th.-  st..ek  .>f  this  Company  will  tiiul  thi'.r  shares  meieas- 
ing  in  value  everv  season,  ami  a  sure  guarantee  of  int.rest  money.  .,.,..,,,♦• 

^  Upon  applieati.m  the  Belmoiv  Fi.>ri.la  Lan.l  Cmpany  will  furnish  the  ^^'^"^    '» 
parties  in  Fh.ri.hi  who  hav.'  gr.n.-s  xvhieh  e.,st  fr.,m  ^^^-.n  t.>  :^T.-.  p.r  a.-re  t.>  ^^'y   ' 
v.ars  ag.>.whi.-h  t.>-aay  they  have  r.-fns.>.l  to  sell  at   '- '''^' -''''''      ''';!' 7' ;Hv,m 
:,.;■. .    What  think  you.rea.hT.  is  this  talk,  cu'  d..  y..u  want  to  know  the  facts.   It  >ou       . 
write  t.>  us  ami  we  will  furnish  them.  ..  fi..>  in,p  ,,V 

TheBelnu.re  purchase  is  in  the  southeast.nn  ^^^^'^  <>f  <^^^^>- ^  "•^^^'^•^Vi  ,  1  t  he 
the  Gveen  Cove  Springs  A-  Melrose  Kailr..a.I.  making  it  the  m.>st  valuab  e  '^^"^^  "'  ^^'^ 
State,  being  onlv  f.>rtv-three  miles  s.mthwest  of  JackM.nviUe.  winch  is  the  great  ship- 
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l)ing  point  North  for  the  State.     Arriving  at  Jacks.mville.  a  short  ride  of  fifty  minutes 

by  tlie  Jacksonville,  Key  West   A:  Tampa  Kailr.)a.I  brings  you  to  (ireeii  Cove  Springs. 

Here  you  transfer  to  the  Green  Cove  Springs  ^V.  ^lelrost'  road  for  lielmore  City.     Many 

settlers  from  the  North  and  West  are  c.miing  in  and  it  will  not  be  long  before  this  land 

will   treble  in  valm'  and  all  of   this  section    he  settled   by   a   prosperous  ami  happy 

IH'ople. 

A  rimPHEsY. 

A  recent  visitor  who  traversed  our  h'lid  over  while  in  Florida,  and  a  gentleman  who 
lias  spent  years  here  and  has  seen  the  wonderful  results  from  small  b.'ginnings.  made 
this  statement :  **I  predict  that  the  time  will  come  when  this  I'utire  tract  Avill  be  one 
settlement ;  every  inch  of  ground  will  be  covered  with  umbrageous  and  sweet-scented 
orangt^  gi-oves,  tropical  fruits  and  vegetables,  yielding  their  owners  immeiisi'  incomes. 


AN  (»i;.\.\..i-:  (.i;»»\  I. 


whih'  the  l»alniy.  sunny  climate,  will    bring   liack   health  to    the   pallid  cheek  of   the 
invalid," 


HOW  ORANGE  GROVES  PAY. 

THE   Sl'EElJ   <;i;ovF.. 

THIS  grove  is  situated  near  Simfoi.l,  in  Oraiig.-  ('..iinty.  Flori.la.  Th.'  S])eer  gi'ove 
*-.)i!tains  six  ;icres  of  ")~)li  trees,  which,  in  lss:{.  pro.lii.-fd  I.simi  tndiHjis  im-h.  mihI  n.-tte.l 
til  •  .)wuer  S-2.IMM)  jKT  ;jcre.  aii.l  th.'  present  owner  siiys  that  th.-  annual  averag.'  of  the 
"."■»)  tr.'CH  will  bcalxnit  l.<MMlr/nA.  Just  op])osite  this  won. lerful  Sjt.'.'r  grov.-  isaii.tth.-r. 
fontaiiiing  tJjree  aer.'s.  which,  though  a  young  gro\'e.  has  giv.-n  2.:{(mi  boxes  of  .»riiiig.-s 
ii  y.-ar,  Tw«»  miles  west  of  r>elm.tr.- City  th.-r.'  is  a  small  clearing.  .>\\ii.'d  by  Aaron 
lieiger.  TJiis  nuiii  luis  several  very  thrifty  trees,  two  .»!  tlu-m.  tin-  ]>ast  season,  yielding 
over  KLUOu  omnges  each. 

Th.**!-'  f.'w  it.'Uis  are  only  .  it'-d  to  show  what  is  ]ieiii;^Ml.)ne  in  I'l.iri.la  by  orang.- 
crro'weTs.  There  ar.-  th.»usaii.ls  .»t  m.'U.  ami  w.im.'ii.  t.».>.  who  have  tine  grov.'s  that  ar.- 
<loing  as  Well  as  thos.'  we  hav.-  mentioned.  The  Harris  gr<»\.'.  mar  O.-alla.  whi.-h.  by 
th.'  w;iy.  is  only  t.-n  year.s  old.  ]»aid  its  owner  a  ii.-t  i»rotit  this  .season  of  n.-arly  si  n  nhj- 

.hl'O    tJujti.-iltlul  tlnlloj.s. 
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THE  BEL  MO  RE  FLORIDA    LAND   COMPANY 


HOW  TO  MAKE  AN  OEANGE  GROVE. 


THE  judicious  selection  of  the  land  is  the  tirst  and  most  important  point,  for  on 
this,  success  in  a  great  measure  depends.  Choose  high,  dry,  or  high  rolling  pine  land  that 
has  natural  drainage,  and  a  yellowish  subsoil.  Avoid  low,  flat  palmetto,  or  gallberrj' 
lands;  most  of  these  are  underlaid  with  hard  pan,  or  sandstone  mixed  with  oxide  of 
iron.  The  land  selected,  clear  thoroughly  of  all  trees,  etc.,  break  up  well,  and  sub- 
stantially fence ;  sow  with  cow  i)eas,  which  turn  under  when  in  bloom — it  improves  and 
sweetens  the  soil;  this  may  be  done  before  or  after  planting  trees.  Dig  holes  thirty 
feet  apart,  eighteen  inches  deep,  and  four  feet  in  diameter,  clean  out  all  roots,  fill  up 
with  top  soil,  which  will  retain  the  moisture,  procure  trees  from  three  to  five  years  old, 
take  them  up  carefully,  with  all  of  the  roots  possible,  pack  uj)  with  wet  moss  as  soon  as 
dug,  put  in  shade  and  out  of  the  wind,  take  to  the  proposed  gi-ove  carefully,  remove 
soil  !rom  holes  dug  sufficient  for  the  tree,  with  roots  carefully  spread,  trunk  standing  in 
same  position  as  originally  grown.  Let  the  tree,  when  set  out,  be  fully  an  inch  above 
the  natural  level  of  the  land;  fill  under,  in  and  about  the  roots,  compactly— it  is  best 
done  by  the  hand,  filled  to  the  surface  and  gently  tramped  down;  fill  on  some  two  or 
three  inches  of  earth,  which  will  i^revent  drying;  the  rainj'  season  commencing, 
remove  the  soil  about  the  tree  to  the  level  about  it.  Cultivation  should  be  frequent 
and  shallow,  and  trash  not  allowed  to  accumulate  near  the  tnink  ;  light  ploughing  and 
raking  near  the  trees  is  best  and  safest.  Following  these  general  directions,  no  one 
should  fail.  The  cost  of  a  five-a(Te  grove,  at,  say,  five  years  from  planting,  at  a  liberal 
estimate  where  high  pine  land  is  chosen.  Avill  be  about  as  given  l)elow.  If  hammock 
land  is  taken,  the  cost  of  clearing  will  be  more.  The  grove  will  have  begun  to  yield  at 
the  end  of  the  period  named.  Rev.  T.  E.  Moore,  Fruit  Cove,  Fla.,  has  published  a  good 
treatise  on  orange  culture. 

COST   OF    GliOVE. 

Five  acres  of  good  land,  variously  estimated,  dei)ending  on  location. 

Cutting  timber,  clearing $  75 

Fencing  (post  and  ])oard  fence),  and  breaking  up 75 

Three  hundred  trees,  and  setting  out 200 

Manures,  labor,  cultivating,  taxes,  etc.,  for  five  years 5lM) 

Total,  less  cost  of  land $850 

Such  a  gi-ove  would  readilj-  sell  now  in  Florida,  for  SI, 000  per  acre.  From  and 
after  five  years  the  annual  growth  of  trees  and  increase  of  fruit  is  constant,  and  there- 
after the  grove  will  hold  its  vigor  and  fruit -producing  qualities  for  a  centurj'  or  more. 
The  orange  is  a  hardy  tree,  will  stand  great  extremes  of  rain  and  drought;  it  will  show 
the  etfects  of  a  single  season's  neglect,  and  quickly  show  a  single  season  of  care  and 
attention. 

The  general  varieties  of  the  orange  are  the  sour,  the  sweet,  and  the  bitter-sweet. 
The  sour  and  l)itter-sweet  are  supposed  to  be  indigenous,  gi'owing  wild  in  the  forests. 
The  orange,  as  also  all  of  the  same  family,  can  l)e  grown  from  the  seed,  grafting,  bud- 
ding, and  cuttings.  All  are  rajiid  in  growth. annual  and  abun<hint  bearers,  long-lived, 
easily  cultivated,  hardy  and  not  as  subject  to  disease  or  destruction  as  most  trees. 
Budded,  the  sweet  orange  will  conmience  to  bear  the  third  year;  the  seedling  in  the 
sixth  year,  increasing  each  succeeding  year;  at  fifteen  to  twenty  years  averaging  at 
least  1,001)  each. 
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SOIL. 

XHB  so-eanea  sand  «,  ^o.aa  .  not  t.je  s.^^^^^^^^^ 
beach,  or  the  Hue  inorganic  saud  ^^hlch  t">™»      «  P  "«  ^^  ^^^^ce  sand  of 

Composed,  in  a  great  part,  of  a  nnxture  "l^^^'J^^^^f^^^^^^i^,.  elassifled  as  pine 

P.orida  has  good  '^^  t.^,^;— hard^^   a'^^^^^^^^^^^    lands^    The  greater  por- 
lands,  hammocks  (lands  <-"^""      »  ^       „„,^.  pjne.    The  hammocks, 

tion  of  the  State  is  covered  ^^^J'^^.-.^^'IJ^,,.^,,^  Jeh  as  live  oak,  oak,  magnolia, 

high  and  low,  are  densely  «°'^«'-f;^  ^"^  „,  ,^^  timbered  with  pine,  cypress, 

g„m,  hickory,  etc.  /l^e  -amp  lands  a^e  more  ^^  ^_^^^^^^  ^^^  ^^^^^^^^^^  ^^^^^^^  ^^^ 

cedar  and  soft  woods.    The  "j^^  -'« /  ^^j^  ^„j  ,,„,„,,,  several  inches  deep,  resting 
rolling,  covered  with  "''^^^  ;«8etao  _^^^^  ^.^^^^  ^^^^,^^  ^^^.^  ^,^y  ^„^ 

on  ^e•>»-''''-':f'•«,:::f,'^,i^ha;e  a  durable  fertility,  and  are  well  adapted  ,o  the 
soft  limestone  rock.     These  laiicis  xiav  e  a  to  withstand 

growers  have  selected  this  class  of  land  for  orange  groves. 


COST  OF  CLEARING  LAND. 


THEcostofcleaHnglanddependso„w.e«ie.spa^^^^^^^ 
Whether  piue,  hammock  or  swan  P  •-\-^^;^;\;f ,'„,»„„,  »„  .^piy  girdle  the  trees 
^TfemTeThe-fXrtimbr    ^hil^aa'done  .uickly  and  cheaply,  and  crops  put  in 

""^  rtCrTrdinary  pine  land,  removing  the  timber,  will  cost  from  .12  to  S15  per 
that  boards  and  posts  may  be  substituted. 


COST  OF  BUILDING. 


THE  new-comer,  anxious  to  have  a  roof  over  his  head  -^^  ^^ -«f^J„°  ^l 
will  hasten  to  build  him  a  house.  Now,  here  ^'J^^^J^l^^  IZ^oZ  for  a  mod- 
ercise  his  taste,  talent,  extravagance  or  economy.  ^/  '"'"f  *\;^^„^  ,,i,„  £„,„  or  five 
erate-sized  family  can  be  built,  say  for  $oO  ;  a  «°°^^, ''^"fj^^^l^  »„  j,2  per  1,000 
rooms,  will  cost  from  $200  to  $300.    Lumber  of  fair  quality  trora  .  3  to  »     pe 

'"''Any-e  moving  his  family  to  a  new  State  should  have  either  money  or  provisions 

to  last  until  he  can  raise  crops. 
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THE  BELMOKE   F  LOU  ID  A    LAXB   COMPAXY. 


HOW  TO  GET  THERE. 

FROM  New  York,  Philadelphia  and  Baltimore  there  are  regular  steamers  to  Jack- 
sonville, Fernaudina  and  Savannah,  from  which  points  the  lands  of  this  Companj'  can 
be  easily  and  cheaply  reached  by  rail. 

Regular  steamer  rates  from  New  York  or  Philadelphia  to  Jacksonville  are,  including 
meals,  First  Class,  $25 ;  Emigi-ant,  $13. 

From  all  Northern  cities  there  are  through  routes  by  railroad  to  Jacksonville  and 
other  points  in  Florida,  with  parlor  and  sleeping-cars  and  fast  freight  lines. 

Present  regular  rates  by  railroad  are  about  as  folJows: 

First  class.        Second  class. 

From  Boston  to  Jacksonville !?37.50  $30.00 

''  New  York  •'  "             31.00  23.50 

"  Philadelphia  "  "             29.50  22.00 

"  Baltimore  "  '*             28.00  20.50 

"  Richmond  "  "             2G.25  20.00 

"  Cincinnati  "  "            25.G0  22.50 

''  Chicago  "  "             34.85  28.85 

''  St.  Louis  "  "             32.20  20.00 

"  St.  Paul  "  " 48.85  39.85 

The  time  from  New  York  to  Jacksonville,  by  rail,  is  now  reduced  to  forty  hours. 

From  Philadelphia  to  Jacksonville,  forty-three  hours. 


HOUSEHOLD  EXPENSES. 

A   VERY   IMPORTANT   ITEM. 

REGULAR  steamer  and  rail  freights  from  New  York  to  Jacksonville  (and  all  other 
points  in  Florida)  are  not  high,  as  will  appear  from  the  following  list  of  leading  articles. 


Flour  per  bbl $0.35 

Bacon  •*    cwt 40 

Boxed  goods  per  cwt 12.^ 


Furniture,  per  cub.  foot 12^ 

Agricultural  Imp.  "         10 

General  Groceries  "         10 

By  sailing  vessels  rates  are  about  half  as  much. 

Groceries,  Dry  Goods,  Hardware,  etc.,  can  be  bought  from  the  Florida  merchants 
as  cheaply,  on  the  average,  as  in  any  Northern  State,  and  it  is  not  necessary  to  bring 
any  large  supply,  if  the  settler  has  monej-  to  buy  what  he  needs  after  reaching  his  new- 
home. 

At  Jacksonville,  prices  are  about  as  follows: 


Flour,  per  bbl $5.00  to$  8.00 

Bacon     '.'    cwt 8.(M)  to   12.00 


Sugar,    "    pound. 


.06  to 


.08 


Butter,  per  pound 20  to  .35 

Cotfee     "        "       15  to  .25 

and  other  articles  in  proportion. 


WAGES  AND  OTHER  EXPENSES. 

FOR  house  servants  $5  to  $8  per  month;  farm  laborers  $15  to  $20  and  rations  (cost- 
ing $«)  per  month);  day  laborers,  50  cents  and  $1  per  diem;  common  mechanics  $1  to 
$1.25;  skilled  labor  higher  and  in  demand. 

Fuel  (wood)  is  cheap,  generally  to  be  had  for  cutting  and  hauling,  and  seldom 
needed  except  for  cooking. 

Horses  and  mules  cost  from  $50  to  $150;  carts,  $25  to  $30;  ploughs,  such  as 
generally  used,  $3  to  $(>.  All  needed  agi'icultural  implements  can  be  bought  cheaper 
in  Florida  than  to  buy  them  North  and  paj^  freight  on  them. 


CLIMATE. 

SINCE  the  climate  of  Florida  is  so  well  known  throughout  the  civilized  world,  it  is 
not  necessary  to  go  into  detail ;  we  will  briefly  give  some  facts  from  official  tables,  and 
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the  opinions  of  scientists.    It  is  not  a  hot  climate  in  summer,  but  mild,  and  not  subject 
to  -reat  changes  of  temperature.     The  .vinters  are  not  cold  and  freezing,  but  unilormly 
cool  and  bracing.     Throughout  the  whole  twelve  months,  the  rainy,  cloudy,  disagi-eea- 
ble  days  are  the  exception;  fair,  bright,  and  sunny  days  the  rule.     The  thermometer 
seldom  -oes  below  40-  in  winter,  and  rarely  above  90-  in  summer.     The  ofecial  records 
show  the  dailv  average  for  summer,  78-  for  winter,  60^.     The  daily  constant  ocean 
breezes  in  summer  modify  the  heat  (the  Gulf  breeze,  coming  with  the  se  ting  sun, 
cools  the  air  at  night) ;  a  warm  or  sultry  night  is  almost  unknown.     Offlciu    sanitary 
reports    both  of  scientific    bodies  and   the  army,  show   that   Florida  stands  hrst   in 
health,  although  in  the  reports  are  included  the  transient  or  recent  population,  many 
of  whom  take  refuge  here  as  invalids,  some  in   the  lowest  stages  of  disease.     In  the 
middle  and   southern  .portions  of  the  State   frost  is  rarely  known.     The  summer  is 
lon-er,  but  the  heat  less  oppressive  than  midsummer  at  the  North  ;  this  results  from 
its  peculiar  peninsular  shape  and  the  ever-recurring  breezes  which  pass  over  the  State. 
For  days  together.  New  York.  Boston,  and  Chicago  show,  in  summer,  temperature  as 
hi-h  as  100°;  it  is  very  rare  that  it  reaches  that  degree  in  Florida  lor  a  single  day,  gen- 
erally ranging  below  90°;  not  oppressive,  modified  by  the  ever-changing  air;  not  sul- 
trv  close,  or  humid  ;  mornings  and  evenings  always  cool  and  bracing.   Natives  and  old 
residents,  if  asked,  would  say  they  preferred  the  summer  to  the  winter  months  for 
climate. 

WHEN   AND  WHAT  TO   PLANT. 

THESE  directions  are  for  the  latitude  of  Clay  County,  where  our  lands  are.  The 
lands  of  this  Company  are  from  three  to  four  weeks  earlier  in  planting  and  maturing 
crops,  and  hot-beds  are  not  needed.  ,     ,,   ,       , 

In  January,  plant  Irish  potatoes,  peas,  beets,  turnips,  cabbage,  and  all  hardy  or 
semi-hardv  vegetables ;  make  hot-beds  for  pushing  the  more  tender  plants,  such  as 
melons,  tomatoes,  okra,  egg-plants,  etc.;  set  out  fruit  and  other  trees,  and  shrubbery 
i*'e6niary-Keep  planting  for  a  succession,  same  as  in  January;  in  addition,  plant 
vines  of  all  kinds,  shnibbery,  and  fruit  trees  of  all  kinds,  especially  of  the  citrus 
family,  snap  beans,  corn;  bed  sweet  potatoes  for  draws  and  slips.  Oats  may  also  still 
be  sown  as  they  are  in  previous  months.  .        -,     .  ,     ^ 

3/arc/t-Corn.  oats,  and  planting  of  February  may  be  continued;  transplant 
tomatoes,  egg-plants,  melons,  beans,  and  vines  of  all  kinds;  mulberries  and  black- 
berries are  now  ripening.  ,  ,.  ^  .  4.-  .  *^ 
^pn7-Plaiit  as  in  March,  except  Irish  potatoes,  kohl  rabi,  tunups;  continue  to 
transplant  tomatoes,  okra,  egg-plants;  sow  millet,  corn,  cow  peas,  for  fodder;  plant 
the  butter  bean,  lady  peas;  dig  Irish  potatoes.  Onions,  beets,  and  usual  early  vege- 
tables should  be  plenty  for  table. 

JfoM-Plant  sweet  potatoes  for  draws  in  beds;  continue  planting  corn  for  table, 
snap  beans,  peas  and  cucumbers  ought  to  be  well  forward  for  use;  continue  planting 
okra,  egg  plants,  pepper,  and  butter  beans. 

J«H.-The  heavv  planting  of  sweet  potatoes  and  cow  peas  is  now  in  order;  Irish 
potatoes,  tomatoes,  and  a  great  variety  of  table  vegetables  are  now  ready,  as  also  plums, 

earlv  peaches,  and  grapes.  i    •       *       „ 

j„/,y_Sw0et  potatoes  and  cow  peas  are  safe  to  plant,  the  rainy  season  being  favor- 
able; grapes,  peaches  and  tigs  are  in  full  season.    Orange  trees  may  be  set  out  if  the 

season  is  wet.  tx,^„.^^ 

AuQuM-YxxixAx  up  planting  sweet  potatoes  and  cow  peas;  sow  cabbage,  cauliflower 

turnips  for  fall  planting;  plant  kohl  rabi  and  rutabagas;  transplant  orange  trees  and 

bud;  last  of  month  plant  a  few  Irish  potatoes  and  beans. 

Seplemher-^o^s  is  the  time  to  commence  for  the  tnie  winter  garden,  the  ^rden 
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which  is  commenced  in  the  North  in  April  and  May.  Plant  the  whole  range  of  vege- 
tables except  sweet  potatoes;  set  out  asparagus,  onion  sets,  and  strawberry  plants. 

October — Plant  same  as  last  month;  put  in  garden  iJeas;  set  out  cabbage  plants;  dig 
sweet  potatoes;  sow  oats,  rye.  etc. 

November — A  good  month  for  garden;  continue  to  plant  and  transplant,  same  as  for 
October;  sow  oats,  barley,  and  rye  for  winter  pasturage  crops;  dig  sweet  potatoes,  ht)use 
or  bank  them;  make  sugar  and  syrup. 

December — Clear  up  generally;  fence,  ditch,  manure,  and  sow  and  plant  hardy 
vegetables:  plant,  set  out  orange  trees,  fruit  trees,  and  shrubbery. 

The  settler  of  limited  means  needs  but  little  land.  Ten  acres,  well  selected,  are 
encmgh  for  him.  He  can  plant  sugar  cane,  that  will  pay  handsomely  every  year.  He 
can  set  out  his  orange  gi'ove  at  once,  and  at  the  same  time  plant  iTops  that  will  sup- 
port his  family  and  pay  him  some  cash  besides  within  the  tirst  eight  months. 


INSTRUCTIONS  FOR  SETTLERS. 

THIS  Comjianj^  otfer  their  lands  at  cheap  rates,  and  on  favorable  terms  of  paymenl, 
to  encourage  a  rapid  settlement  of  the  same  with  citizens  of  all  countries  skilled  in 
farming,  gardening,  fruit  growing,  cultivation  of  tobacco,  sugar,  grape,  oranges,  etc. 
We  invite  only  those  having  suftlcient  cai)ital  and  energy  to  become  land-ownt>rs.  per- 
manent residents,  and  successful  agi'iculturists,  and  to  become  such,  every  settler  must 
have  at  least  $300  to  $500  (m  arriving  in  Florida.  This  amount  will  secure  land,  house. 
and  such  farming  implements  as  are  recpiired.  T(j  this  class  of  settlers  we  will  send  sec- 
tion maps,  with  reports  on  quality  of  soil,  etc.,  as  carefully  made  by  the  Company's 
Surveyors,  as  well  as  reliable  informaticm  that  will  l)e  a  guide  in  making  the  mo.st 
desirable  location  for  the  special  pursuit  that  he  may  purpose  to  follow. 

If  you  settle  <m  cleared  land,  you  can  at  once  phiiit  vegetables  that  will  give  you  a 
return  in  from  three  to  five  inimths.  On  the  lands  of  The  Belmore  Florida  Land  C(mi- 
paiiy  you  can  raise  fruits  and  vegetables  every  month  in  the  year,  though,  of  course, 
certain  seasons  are  best  adapted  to  certain  crops. 


SOCIETY. 

|ALL  classes  are  found  as  in  otht^r  States,  and  the  question  of  nativity,  antecedents, 
and  political  or  religious  views  create  as  few  distinctions  as  can  probably  be  f(mnd  in 
any  community  in  the  world. 

The  stranger  is  welcomed,  and  the  new  coiner  finds  friendly  neighbors  around  liim. 
Within  the  last  ten  years  thousands  of  Northern  people  have  settled  in  Florida,  and 
engaged  in  fruit  and  vegetable  growing,  as  well  as  other  l)iisiiiess  and  professional 
occupations.  This  large,  new  element  is  regarded  and  treated  by  native  Floridians  as 
most  welcome  and  desirable,  and  the  State  authorities  and  private  citizens  join  in 
making  their  coming  pleasant  and  their  residence  satisfactory. 

The  section  of  the  State  in  which  the  lands  of  The  Belmore  Florida  Land  Company 
have  been  selected,  is  the  favored  location  for  orange  groves  and  the  gi-owing  of  fruits 
and  vegetables  for  Northern  markets. 


A  SUMMARY. 

THESE  facts,  briefly  stated,  are  sufficiently  convincing  to  any  man  of  enterprise, 
even  if  his  means  are  limited,  that  in  securing  a  farm  on  these  lands,  by  good  manage- 
ment and  ordinary  industry,  he  may  in  a  lew  years  acquire  an  independence. 

Florida  is  now  being  rapidly  settled  up  with  Northern  people  for  permanent 
homes.     It  is  the  onlv  State  in  the  Union  which  has  doubled  its  assessable  property  in 
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the  past  five  rears.  The  general  Cxoveriimeiit  hist  year  appropriated  S4(H).(Mm  lor 
national  improVements  in  this  State,  ^vhich  is  more  than  the  entire  national  appropri- 
ations for  the  same  purpose  during  fifteen  years  previous.  Eight  years  ago  he  entire 
el  ntal  invested  in  steamers  on  the  St.  Johns  River  amounted  ^^  ^]^'^^^^\J;^^'-' 
twenty.five  steamers  are  employed  on  this  river  alone,  one  ot  Avhich  cost  S2-i(i,000. 

Ul  crops  Avhether  of  fruit  or  vegetables,  mature  so  much  earlier  than  turther 
north,  that  the  producers  receive  a  threefold  price  as  compared  Avith  other  parts  ot  the 

^'''' Sett^erfon  the  lands  of  The  Belmore  Florida  Land  Company  will  have  quick  transit 
North  for  their  produce,  and.  by  planting  in  the  fall  and  ^vinter.  can  haxe  the  early 
market  to  themselves  at  high  prices.  These  crops  will  supply  the  home  table,  and  put 
a  nice  sum  in  the  grower's  pocket,  while  other  crops  are  maturing. 


T 
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EARLY  VEGETABLES  FOR  NORTHERN  MARKETS. 

THE  raisin-  of  these  is  now.  and  always  will  be.  extremely  profitable  in  Florida, 
and  the  farther'south  the  gi-eater  the  profit.  The  business  in  this  State  began  ma 
small  wav  near  Fernandina  and  Jackscmville  six  years  ago.  and  has  greatly  increased  ; 
but  there  is  an  enormous  field  for  expansion,  and  the   subject  is  worthy  the  special 

attenti(m  of  settlers.  . 

Their  crops  of  earlv  vegetables  bring  them  quick  ca.sh  returns  within  from  toui  to 
five  months  after  planting,  at  high  prices,  the  yield  of  a  single  acre  often  reac-hmg 
from  *1(>0  to  $400.  Thus  far,  the  only  vegetables  shipped  north  from  Florida  are  pota- 
toes, tomatoes,  cucumbers,  cabbage,  asparagus  and  strawberries.  Onions  should  be 
laro'elv  raised,  and  would  be  among  the  most  profita])le. 

''The  earlv  supplies  for  the  North  come  at  present  fn^m  the  folhnving  sources  :  Ber- 
muda, commencing  in  March ;  Northern  Florida,  four  weeks  later  than  Bermmla  :  Sa- 
vannah and  Charlestcm  three  or  four  weeks  later  than  Florida  :  Norfolk  ten  days  later 
than  Charleston.     Then  prices  fall,  and  Maryland  and  New  Jersey  follow  in  quick  suc- 

''^''Tlorida  holds  the  kev  of  the  most  valuable  part  of  this  trade.  Settlers  on  the  lands 
of  this  Companv  can  entirely  supplant  Bermuda  in  the  trade,  being  three  or  four  weeks 
ahead  of  Northern  Florida,  which  has  already  taken  the  cream  from  Charleston.  an.I 
rendered  the  immense  "  truck'"  farms  around  Norfolk  unprofitable.  For  eight  or  ten 
weeks  Florida  can  have  this  trade  all  to  herself,  at  the  highest  prices. 


TOBACCO. 

TOB\CCO  will  grow  anvwhere  in  the  Belmore  tract.  A  superior  quality  of  Cuba 
tobacco,  from  imported  seed,  fully  equals  the  best  imported.  Before  the  war  it  was 
extensivelv  and  profitablv  cultivated,  and  mostly  sohl  to  Germany,  agents  visiting  the 
State  to  purcha.se.  It  requires  careful  attention,  will  yield  from  500  to  700  pounds  to 
the  acre  and  sell  for  from  20  to  30  cents  per  pound.  Latterly  there  is  an  increasing 
home  and  State  demand  by  cigar  manufacturers,  and  the  area  of  cultivation  is  ex- 
tending.  

SWEET    POTATOES. 

WHITE  or  black,  no  family  is  so  poor  as  to  be  without  a  potato  patch.  It  yields 
all  the  way  from  100  to  400  ])usliels  to  the  acre,  according  to  soil,  cultivation  and  sea- 
son- is  grown  from  roots,  draws,  and  slips:  planted  from  April  to  August,   maturing 
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from  July  to  November;  is  of  easy  cultivation,  and  may  be  dug,  safely  banked  in  field 
and  yard,  or  housed.  There  are  many  varieties  planted,  good  and  inditterent,  and 
there  is  no  excuse  for  not  raising  the  best. 


MELONS. 


THE  Northern  man  who  has  only  seen  the  prize  melon,  pumpkin,  squash,  and 
other  fruits  of  similar  kind,  is  astounded  at  the  size  of  Florida  growth.  It  is  no  rare 
thing  to  see  watermelons  as  large  as  a  nail  keg.  weighing  seventy  pounds,  muskmelons 
twenty  to  thirty  pounds,  and  pumpkins  and  squashes  will  often  weigh  a  hundred 
l)()iinds.  Muskmelons  also  are  of  a  large  size,  and  delicious  cantaloupes  are  raised 
easily ;  indeed,  vines  of  all  kinds  succeed  well,  the  long,  warm  season  favoring  rapid 
growth. 


STRAWBERRIES. 


THIS  queen  of  small  fruits  nowhere  in  the  world  finds  a  better  location  for  cul- 
ture; plants  put  out  in  September  fruit  often  in  January,  frequently  in  February,  and 
may  be  counted  in  full  bearing  and  ripening  in  March  and  April.  The  gi'owers  about 
Jaeks(mville  and  up  the  St.  Johns  river  are  many,  and  shipments  have  been  made 
largely  and  profitably.  In  size,  color,  bouquet  and  taste  they  are  unsurpassed,  the 
bejst  varieties  only  being  grown.  The  cultivators  pick  carefully,  select  and  paek  hon- 
estly ;  and  Florida  strawberries,  like  Florida  oranges,  have  earned  a  name.  By  using 
refrigerators  the  fruit  reaches  New  York  and  Northern  cities  fresh  and  cool,  only  about 
four  days  from  picking,  bringing  extravagant  prices. 


WHAT'S  IN   AN   ORANGE  GROVE? 

FROM  an  average  young  tree  in  full  bearing,  there  can  be  marketed  500  oranges  in 
a  season,  at  a  net  profit  of  from  SI. 50  to  82.50  per  hundred.  From  the  500  oranges, 
ilediict  the  unnecessary  loss  of  loO  oranges  in  picking  and  packing,  and  100  more  for 
l()s«  in  shii)ping.  Then  300  oranges  at  ;?1.50— !?4.50  per  tree;  50  trees  per  acre.  S'2-25  ; 
four  acres,  5*y00  per  annum  clear  of  all  expenses  of  freights,  etc..  while  the  cultivation 
and  fertilizers  of  the  whole  would  not  amount  to  SIOO.  The  al)ove  estimates  are  not 
the  extreme  nor  the  average,  for  there  are  large  trees  that  yield  five,  and  some  ten, 
thousand  orai>ges  yearly. 

What,  then,  is  an  orange  grove  worth  that  will  make  such  yields?  Just  try  to  buy 
one  and  you  will  .see.  It  is  not  unreasonable  or  fictitious  that  you  will  be  asked  5^1.(100 
or  even  l?2,(M)()  per  acre,  according  to  age,  location,  varieties,  etc.  Such  prices  are 
above  the  reach  of  the  majority.  The  only  chance  then,  it  is  to  mithw  a  grove  of  your 
t)wu.  or  have  one  made,  for  it  can  l)e  done  at  a  much  less  cost.  If  you  look  forward  to 
a  home  in  Florida  for  permanent  or  winter  residence,  you  can  have  the  work  com- 
mence, and  thus  .save  years  of  time.  You  might  do  as  others  do — .i<un  an  Oran(tE 
Grove  Clfb.  The  Belmore  Land  Company  will  send  you  a  warranty  detnl  to  a  high 
])ine  five-acre  lot  for  SIOO;  or  will  send  it  to  any  responsible  bank  on  receipt  of  the 
1  tanks  certificate  that  the  amount  has  been  deposited,  to  be  paid  to  us  on  receipt  of 
the  deed. 


fji'i^"^ 


3* 


3  Li^ 


1 


i^=J'^ 


n^ 


:» 


>^vi'l^ 


Si' 


10 


THE  BF.LM(JliE   FLORIDA    LAND   COMPAXY 


the  past  five  years.  The  general  Government  hist  year  arpropriated  $4(H).(M)(>  ft.r 
national  improvements  in  this  State,  Avhich  is  more  than  the  entire  national  appropri- 
ations for  the  same  purpose  during  tifteen  years  previous.     Eight  years  ago  tlie  entire 

capital  invested  in  steamers  on  the  St.  Johns  River  amounted  to  SliO. I.     At  present 

twenty-five  steamers  are  employed  on  this  river  alone,  one  ot  which  cost  $2-iO,()0(). 

All  crops,  whether  of  fruit  or  vegetables,  mature  so  much  earlier  than  further 
north,  that  the  producers  receive  a  threefold  price  as  compared  with  other  parts  of  the 

United  States. 

Settlers  on  the  lands  of  The  Belmore  Florida  Land  Company  will  have  quick  transit 
North  for  their  produce,  and.  by  planting  in  the  fall  and  winter,  can  liave  the  early 
market  to  themselves  at  high  prices.  These  crops  will  supply  the  home  table,  and  put 
a  nice  sum  in  the  grower's  pocket,  while  other  crop«  "I'f  maturing. 


EARLY  VEGETABLES  FOR  NORTHERN  MARKETS, 

THE  raising  of  these  is  now.  and  always  will  be.  extremely  profitable  in  Florida, 
and  the  farther^south  the  givater  the  profit.  The  l>usine.ss  in  this  State  l)egan  in  a 
small  way  near  Fernandina  and  Jacksonville  six  years  ago.  and  has  greatly  increased  ; 
but  there  is  an  enormous  field  for  expamsion.  and   the   subject  is  worthy  the  special 

attention  of  settlers. 

Their  crops  of  early  vegetables  bring  them  quick  cash  returns  within  from  Umr  to 
five  months  after  planting,  at  high  prices,  the  yield  of  a  single  acre  often  reaching 
from  SH»(»  to  $400.  Thus  far.  the  only  vegetables  shipped  north  from  Florida  are  pota- 
toes, tomatoes.  cucuml)ers.  cabbage,  asparagus  and  strawberries.  Onions  should  be 
largely  raised,  and  would  be  among  the  most  profitable. 

''The  early  supplies  for  the  North  come  at  present  from  the  folhnving  sources:  Ber- 
muda, commencing  in  March ;  Northern  Florida,  four  weeks  later  than  Bermuda  ;  Sa- 
vannah and  Charleston  three  or  four  weeks  later  than  Florida  ;  Norfolk  ten  days  later 
than  Charleston.  Then  prices  fall,  and  ^laryland  and  New  Jersey  follow  in  quick  suc- 
cession. 

Florida  holds  the  key  of  the  most  valuable  part  of  this  trade.  Settlers  on  the  lands 
of  this  C(mipanvcan  entirely  supplant  Bermuda  in  the  trade,  being  thret^  or  four  weeks 
ahead  of  Northern  Florida,  which  has  already  taken  the  cream  from  Charleston,  and 
rendered  the  immense  "  truck"  farms  around  Norfolk  unprofitable.  For  eight  or  ten 
weeks  Florida  can  have  this  trade  all  to  herself,  at  the  highest  prices. 


TOBACCO. 

TOBACCO  will  grow  anywhere  in  the  Belmore  tract.  A  superiiu-  quality  of  Cuba 
tobacco,  from  imported  seed,  fully  equals  the  l)est  imported.  Before  the  war  it  was 
extensivelv  and  profitably  cultivated,  and  mostly  sold  to  Germany,  agents  visiting  the 
State  to  purchase.  It  requires  careful  attention,  will  yield  fnmi  500  to  7(»0  p.mnds  to 
the  acre,  and  sell  for  fnmi  20  to  30  cents  per  pound.  Latterly  there  is  an  increasing 
home  and  State  demand  by  cigar  manufacturers,  and  the  area  of  cultivation  is  ex- 
tending. 


SWEET   POTATOES. 

WHITE  or  black,  no  family  is  so  poor  as  to  be  without  a  potato  patch.  It  yields 
all  the  way  from  100  to  400  bushels  to  the  acre,  according  to  soil,  cultivation  and  sea- 
son;  is  grown  from  roots,  draws,  and  slips;  planted  from  April  to  .\ugust.   maturing 
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from  July  to  November;  is  of  easy  cultivation,  and  may  be  dug.  safely  banked  in  field 
and  yard,  or  hcnised.  There  are  many  varieties  i>lanted.  good  and  indifierent.  and 
there  is  no  excuse  for  not  raising  the  best. 


MELONS. 


THE  Northern  man  who  has  only  seen  the  prize  melon,  pumpkin,  squash,  and 
other  fruits  of  similar  kind,  is  astounded  at  the  size  of  Florida  growth.  It  is  no  rare 
thing  to  see  watermelons  as  large  as  a  nail  keg.  weighing  seventy  pounds,  muskmelons 
twenty  to  thirty  pounds,  and  pumpkins  and  squashes  will  often  weigh  a  hundred 
l)ouuds.  Muskmelons  also  are  of  a  large  size,  and  delicious  cantaloupes  are  raised 
easily  ;  indeed,  vines  of  all  kinds  succeed  well,  the  long,  warm  season  favoring  rapid 
gi'owth. 

STRAWBERRIES. 

THIS  queen  of  small  fruits  nowhere  in  the  world  finds  a  better  location  for  cul- 
ture ;  plants  put  out  in  September  fruit  often  in  January,  frequently  in  Fel>ruary,  and 
may  be  counted  in  full  bearing  and  ripening  in  March  and  April.  The  gi'owers  abcut 
Jacksonville  and  up  the  St.  Johns  river  are  many,  and  shipments  have  be«n  made 
largely  and  profitably.  In  size,  color.  l)ouquet  and  taste  they  are  unsurpassed,  the 
be.st  varieties  only  being  grown.  The  cultivators  pick  carefully,  select  and  pack  lion- 
estlv ;  and  Florida  .strawberries,  like  Florida  oranges,  have  earned  a  name.  By  using 
refrigerators  the  fruit  reaches  New  York  and  Northern  cities  fresh  and  cool,  only  about 
four  cbij's  from  picking,  bringing  extravagant  prices. 


WHAT'S  IN   AN   ORANGE  GROVE? 

FROM  an  average  young  tree  in  full  bearing,  there  can  be  marketed  oOO  oranges  in 
a  .season,  at  a  net  profit  of  from  $1.50  to  .^'i.oO  per  hundred.  Fnmi  the  .jOO  oranges, 
deduct  the  unnecessary  loss  of  100  oranges  in  picking  and  packing,  and  100  mor«'  for 
lo.vs  in  shii)i)ing.  Then  300  oranges  at  SI. 50— $4.50  per  tree;  50  trees  per  acre.  $225; 
four  acres,  $'J00  per  annum  clear  of  all  expenses  of  freights,  etc.,  while  the  cultivation 
and  fertilizers  of  the  whole  would  not  amount  to  Sioo.  The  above  estimates  are  not 
the  extreme  nor  the  average,  for  there  are  large  trees  that  yield  five,  and  some  ten, 
thousand  oranges  yearly. 

What,  then,  is  an  t)range  grove  worth  that  will  make  such  yields?  Just  try  to  buy 
one  and  you  will  .see.  It  is  not  unreasonable  or  fictitious  that  y<m  will  be  asked  $l.(i(tO 
or  even  $2,000  per  acre,  according  to  age.  location,  varieties,  etc.  Such  prices  are 
above  the  reach  of  the  majority.  The  only  chance  then,  it  is  to  makf  a  grove  of  your 
own.  or  have  one  made,  for  it  can  l)e  done  at  a  much  less  cost.  If  you  look  forward  to 
a  home  in  Florida  for  permanent  or  winter  residence,  you  can  have  the  work  c<mi- 
nience,  and  thus  save  years  of  time.  You  might  do  as  others  do— join  an  Okan(4E 
Grove  Clfb.  The  Belmore  Land  Company  will  send  you  a  warranty  deed  to  a  high 
pine  five-acre  lot  for  $1(»0:  or  will  send  it  to  any  responsible  bank  on  receipt  of  the 
bank's  certificate  tliat  the  amount  has  been  deposited,  to  be  paid  to  us  on  receipt  of 
the  deed. 
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ORANGE  CULTURE  IN  FLORIDA. 


ITS  HISTORY. 

BY   REV.    T.    W.    MOOKE,    D.    D. 

SOME  time  before  the  discovery  of  America  the  sour  oraiige-the  brigerade-was 
iiitrodiic-ed  into  Italy,  and  a  short  time  thereafter  it  xvas  carried  to  Sram.  Tlie  Span- 
iards brought  this  variety  to  Fk,rida.  The  sweet  orange  ^vas  then  unknown  in  Europe. 
Doubtk'ss  the  Spanish  Catholic  missionaries  tirst  distributed  the  seed  of  the  bngerado 
-frequently  called  the  Seville  orange-in  the  vicinities  of  the  Spanish  forts  and  mis- 
sions \s  the  fruit  multiplied  the  seeds  were  scattered  by  the  Indians  along  the  banks 
of  the  Tiyevs  near  their  camping  gi'ounds,  usually  points  projecting  into  the  rivers. 
Thence  they  were  scattered  throughout  the  State  of  Florida. 

The  lar-est  of  these  wild  orange  groves  twenty  and  fifty  years  ago,  were  found 
along  the  ea^stern  and  southern  shores  of  rivers  and  lakes  and  in  the  hammock  and 
swamp  lands  of  Florida.  In  addition  to  the  protection  from  damage  by  the  trost  to  the 
voun-  plants  artorded  by  the  water,  the  hammock  and  swamp  lands  gave  protection 
Liifst  tires,  which  annually  swept  over  the  pine  woods,  destroying  the  sh>w  gi-owmg 
traces  Some  of  these  wild  gi'oves  were,  tifty  years  ago,  cut  down  and  the  land  cleared 
for  pianting  corn,  cotton,  and  cane.  This  was  repeated  as  late  as  twenty-tive  years  ago, 
bef.)re  the  monetary  value  of  the  orange  was  appreciated  in  this  country. 

One  hundred  years  alter  America  was  discovered  the  sweet  orange  was  introduced 
into  Europe.  Later  it  was  brought  to  Florida  and  a  few  trees  were  planted  in  St.  Au- 
gustine, and  afterwards  in  the  settlements  ahmg  the  St.  Johns  and  Indian  rivers  Ihe 
pollen  of  the  sweet  orange  fertiUzing  the  flowers  of  the  sour,  produced  the  hybrid 
"bitter-sweet"  At  the  ch).se  of  the  Civil  War  small  plantations  ol  sweet  oranges  were 
found  throughout  the  State,  consisting  usually  of  a  few  trees  gi-owing  anmnd  dwell- 
ing's There  were  a  few  groves  of  larger  size,  ranging  from  four  hundred  trees  to  nine 
hundred,  in  the  vicinity  of  St.  Augustine  and  along  the  St.  Johns  river.  The  largest 
in  the  State  was  planted  by  Dr.  Speer  at  Fort  Reed,  near  Mellonville,  and  the  Dummitt 

crrove  on  Indian  river.  ,     .,  -,  ,        •    „ 

At  the  close  of  the  war  many  of  the  old  trees,  both  sweet  and  wild,  were  bearing 
liberal  crops  of  such  fruit  as  travelers  from  all  parts  of  the  world  had  never  betore 
eaten  The  fruit  sold  at  good  prices.  Some  of  those  who  had  lately  come  into  the 
State  Uumght  there  was  a  living  in  an  orange  grove.  Land  was  bought  and  planted  in 
wild  sour  stumps.  Seed-beds  were  planted  for  nursery  stock,  and  acres  were  set  wi  li 
vouncr  plants.  We  were  told  that  by  the  time  our  trees  were  ready  to  bear  we  would 
be  in'another  country  where  there  would  be  no  need  of  planting.  We  answered  then 
we  would  plant  for  our  children.  We  were  told  that  by  the  time  the  trees  were  in  full 
bearing  oranges  would  not  be  worth  picking  in  Florida.  Though  some  of  us  were 
threatened  with  the  lunatic  asylum  we  still  persisted  in  planting  and  cultivating  the 
orange.  The  evil  prophecy  failed.  Other  persons  caught  the  orange  fever,  until 
finallv  the  old  prophets  were  converted,  and  are  to-day  our  most  enthusiastic  orange 
growers.  To-day,  hundreds  of  thousands  of  trees  are  growing,  and  tens  of  thousands 
more  of  plants  are  ready  to  be  set  in  groves. 

WILL.  THE   BUSINESS   BE   OVERDONE? 

The  question  now  comes  up.  Will  not  the  business  be  overdone  ?    We  answer.  No. 
With  the  small  area  within  the  United  States  capable  of  producing  oranges,  this  will  be 
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impossible.  Canada  and  the  United  States  are  rapidly  increasing  in  population,  and 
these  alone  could  consume  the  entire  product  from  the  orange-gi-owing  sections  of  the 
United  States.  But  the  Florida  orange  is  the  finest  gi'own,  and  will  ultimately  com- 
mand the  market  of  Europe  as  well  as  America. 

Occasionally  already  a  glut  in  the  market  has  occurred,  but  this  has  been  in  each 
instance  the  result  of  (mainly^  a  double  fault  on  the  part  of  the  producers.  They  have 
attempted  to  narrow  the  marketing  season  to  three  or  four  months,  when  it  should  be 
extended  over  from  eight  to  twelve  months.  Oranges  will  remain  on  the  trees  in  good 
C(mdition  six  months  after  they  have  turned  yellow.  Properly  handled  and  cured  they 
will  keep  several  months  after  they  have  been  clipped.  The  Florida  season  for  market- 
ing, like  the  European,  should  embrace  the  entire  year.  The  second  mistake,  to  which 
allusion  is  made,  was  the  result  of  the  destructive  hurry  peculiar  to  Americans.     The 


A  YOUNG  GROVE  IN  BEARING. 

fruit  was  gathered  green,  carelessly  handled,  packed  without  being  properly  cased, 
much  of  it  infested  with  fungi  and  then  gathered,  packed,  and  shipped  through  all 
sorts  of  weather.  Such  fruit  rapidly  spoiled.  Careless  handling  of  transportation 
companies  added  to  the  disaster,  and  hence  the  merchants  had  to  sell  what  sound  fruit 
might  reach  them  at  low  prices  or  throw  it  away. 

Orange  culture  will  pav  bevond  any  other  agi'icultural  pursuit,  3ven  should  the 
price  fall  to  75  cents  per  box.  When  reduced  to  that  price  fifty  million  boxes  would 
not  over-supplv  the  present  population  of  the  United  States  and  Canada.  There  are 
thirtv  States  producing  apples  and  peaches,  and  yet  both  these  crops,  which  have  to 
be  marketed  within  a  few  weeks  or  months,  are  grown  with  profit.  With  such  facts 
before  us  we  have  no  fear  as  to  the  over-production  of  the  orange. 

A    FASCINATING   VOCATION. 

To  those  engaged  in  the  l)usiness  orange-growing  is  truly  fascinating.  The  beauty 
of  the  tree,  the  ])eautv  and  fragrance  of  the  flower,  challenge  all  rivalry  among  orna- 
mental trees  and  beautiful  flowers.     The  aesthetic  cultivator  becomes  a  true  lover  of 
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ORANGE  CULTURE  IN  FLORIDA. 


ITS  HISTORY. 


1!Y   UEV.   T.    \V.    M<n>Ui:.    l>.    D. 

i^tnul.u-.a  into  Italy,  an.l  a  >lH.rt  tinu-  thnvalt.-r  it  ^vas  rarnrd  to  Spain.  I  lu;  Mum- 
i..,.l.  iHon  -ht  tins  vari.-t.v  to  Flori.la.  Thr  swr.t  oran^.  was  tlnn  nnkn..Nvn  in  LnroiH'- 
1  l.tl^^  n..  Spani.h  Catholi.-  nussionari.s  tirst  aistril.ut.d  ti.-  s^.d  of  tlu-  bn^.fa.lo 
_tiv.nu.ntlv  <-alU.l   the  S.viU.  oran^v-iu  th.  vic-initi.s  of  tlu-  Spani.^h  lorts  and  nns- 


Mons  Vs  tlir  unit  ..ndtiplird  tlu'  M.-ds  ^v^lv  M-attnvd  by  tin-  Indians  alon-  tin-  banks 
oftlu'iivorsnear  thnr  .-ampin-  oronn.ls.  nsnally  points  pn.jrrtmg  into  tin-  nv.rs. 
Tiu-iuM'  tlirv  xv.'iv  sc-attrivd  thr.»n-liont  tin-  State  ot  Fl.nuda. 

TiH>  lar..rst  ..f  tlu'M>  Avild  ..ran-c  -n.vrs  txvmty  and  titty  years  a-o.  wnv  ton nd 
,,,.,,.  thrr;::t.rn  and  s<mtlu.rn  shores  of  nv.rs  and  iak.s  and  in  the  ha.nn.ori.  and 
swa.m.  hinds  of  Fh.rida.  In  a.hlitnm  to  the  protc-rtion  fio.n  dama-c.  by  the  Irost  to  the 
vonn..-  ph.nts  atlord.d  by  tlie  uabr,  the  hanuno<-k  a.ul  swamp  lands  ^ave  pr<.te.tion 
:,.u.:;t  tires,  whieh  annually  s.vpt  ov.r  th.  pin.  woods,  destn.yin^the  s  ow  ^row.n^ 
tn-.s  Some  of  thes.  wihl  j;roves  w.re.  tifty  years  a.u...  ent  down  and  the  land  elear.-d 
for  phmtin^  eorn.  eotton.  and  eane.  This  was  repeated  as  late  as  tw.nty-tiv.  y.ars  a-<., 
l,..fore  the  m.»netary  vahie  of  the  oran-e  was  appreeiated  m  this  eonntry. 

on.  hnndred  years  alter  .Vmeriea  was  diseov.red  the  swv.t  ...an.ue  was  mtrodueed 
int,.  Knrope.  Later  it  was  bron^;ht  to  Flori.la  ami  a  few  trees  w,re  p  anted  m  St.  \u- 
..-nstim..  and  afterwards  in  the  sc-ttlements  alon.^^  the  St.  ..ohns  and  Indian  rivers  lie 
poHenof  the  .sw...t  ..ran^e  f.-rtili/in,u-  the  tl-.w-rs  of  the  sour,  produe.d  the  h>bn,l 
•hitter-sweet."  At  the  eh.se  ,.f  the  Civil  War  small  plantations  <,l  swr.t  <.ran-e.s  wc-iv 
,.,H,a  throughout  the  State.  e<msistin^  usually  of  a  few  trees  ^--*';^  ^^;^'"\;^;;:  ^ 
i„.s  There  were  a  few  ^roves  of  lai-er  si/e.  ran-in-  Innn  Kmr  hundre<l  tiees  to  n.m 
lumdred  in  the  vieinitv  ..f  St.  Au-ustin.-  ami  alon-  the  St.  -lohns  river.  I  he  lar^.-st 
in   the  State  Avas  planted  by  Dr.Speerat  Fort  Reed,  m-ar  MelhrnvUh-.  and  the  Dumnntt 

trrove  on  Imliau  river.  .      ..  ,  ,  , 

\t  the  .dose  of  the  war  many  of  the  old  trees.  b<,th  swvt  an.l  wihl.  w,,v  bear...- 

Ul„.;,l  erops  of  sueh  fruit  as  travelers  fr,M.i  all  parts  of  the  world  had  ...ver  bHore 

eaten.     The  fruit   sohl  at  uood  priees.     Sou..-  <.f  those  who  ha.l  late  y  eon...   into     he 

State  thou-ht  there  was  a  livin-  in  an  oran.uv  -mve.     Land  was  bon-l.t  and  plan b-d  in 

wild  sour  stumps.     Seed-be.ls  w.>re  plant.>d  for  n.irsery  st..ek.  and  aeres  were  set  wi  h 

voiin..-  plants.     We  we.v  toM  that  by  the  time  our  trees  were  ready  t..  b,.ar  we  would 

be  iiranother  e.mntrv  where  there  would  be  i...  need  <.f  plantin-.     ^Ve  answered  then 

we  would  plant  for  our  ehildren.     We  were  tohl  that  by  the  tin.e  tlu-  trees  were  m  full 

bearin-  oran-es  would  not    b<>  worth  piekin-  in  Florida.     Thou-1.    some  ot   us  weiv 

threatened  with  the  l.matie  asylum  we  still  persisted  in  plantint.;  an.l  .-ultivatm-  the 

,,ran..e      The  evil  pr.>ph.H-v    failed.     Other    pers.ms   .-au-ht    the    oral.-.-    tever.    until 

tinairvihe  old  prophets  were  eouverb-d.  and  a.v  f.-lay  o.ir  n...st  enthusiast.e  orau^^e 

or.,wers.     T..-day.  huudre.ls  ,.f  thousands  ..f  tives  are  -rowiu-.  and  tens  <.t  thousamls 

more  of  plants  are  ready  to  be  set  in  -roves. 

WILL   THE    I'.rSINESS    IJE    OVEliDONE  V 

The  .ptesticm  now  e.mies  up.  Will  not  the   business  be  oV(>rd..neV     We  answer.  No. 
^Vith  the  small  area  within  the  United  States  eapable  .,f  producing  oranges,  this  will  be 
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impossil)le.  Canada  and  the  United  States  are  rapidly  inereasing  in  population,  and 
these  ahme  eould  c.msunie  the  entire  pnuluet  frcmi  the  orange-growing  sections  of  the 
United  States.  But  the  Florida  orange  is  the  finest  grown,  and  will  ultimately  eom- 
iiiaiid  the  market  of  Europe  as  well  as  Ameriea. 

Oeeashmally  alrt>ady  a  glut  in  the  market  has  oeeurred.  but  this  has  been  in  eaeli 
instanee  the  result  oi  (mainly)  a  d.mble  fault  on  the  part  of  the  prodneers.  They  have 
attempted  to  narrow  tlie  marketing  season  to  thn-e  or  four  months,  when  it  should  be 
ext.'iided  over  from  eight  to  twi'lve  months.  Oranges  will  remain  on  the  trees  in  good 
eondition  six  months  after  they  have  turned  yellow .  Tropi-rly  handh'd  and  cured  they 
will  ke«'p  .several  months  after  they  have  be.'ii  clii)ped.  The  Florida  season  for  market- 
in-,  likt'  the  European,  should  embrace  tiie  entire  year.  Tin'  sec.Mid  mistake,  t..  which 
ailu.siou  is  made,  was  the  result  of  tiu'  destructiv.-  hurry  peculiar  to  Americans.     The 
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fruit  was  gathered  green,  caivle.vsly  han.ll.'.l.  pack.-d  without  being  i.ro]...rly  cas.-d. 
much  ..f  it  inh-ste.i  with  fungi  ami  th.Mi  gatheiv.l.  pack.-d.  and  shipp.'.I  thnm-h  all 
sorts  ..f  w.-ath.-r.  Such  fruit  rapidly  sp.nl.-d.  Carele.ss  lian.Uing  of  transportatn.n 
e..mpanies  add.'d  t.)  th.'  disast.-r.  and  h.-m-.'  tlu-  m.-r.-hants  ha.l  to  sell  what  s..nml  Iruit 
mi-ht  reach  th.-m  at  low  jn-i.-.-s  or  throw  it  away. 

'  Orang.'cnltuiv  will  j.av  b.'von.l  anv  oth.-r  agricultural  pursuit,  'v.-n  shonl.l  th.' 
pri.-.'fallt..7.-,eentsiH-r  box.  Wh.m  r.'.Iuc.-.l  t..  that  pric.- hlty  milli.Mi  box.-s  wouhl 
n..t  ..v.'r-suj.plv  th.'  in-esent  p.M)nlati..n  of  th.'  Unit.'d  Stat.'s  and  Cana.la.  'i  lu'iv  an- 
thirtvStat.'spro.lucing  ai)pl.'s  and  ]..'a.-h.'s.  ami  y.'t  both  tli.'s.' .-rops,  which  hav.- t.. 
be  mark.-t.'.l  within  a  f.-w  we.'ks  or  months,  aiv  grown  with  l.r..tit.  ^\lth  such  lact.s 
b.-fore  us  we  have  no  f.-ar  as  t.)  th.'  over-pro.Iucti.)n  of  th.'  .)ran-e. 

A    FAS(IX\TIX<;    VOCATION. 

T.)  those  engaged  in  th.'  busin.'ss  orang.'-growing  is  truly  fascinating.  Th.-  b.-anty 
ofTh.'tr.'e.theb.'autv  and  fra-ram-.'  of  th.'  tlow.-r.  .-halh-ng.' all  rivalry  am.mg  ..rna- 
m.-ntal  tr.'.'s   and  b.-aiitiful    t1..wers.     Ti,..  a'sth.'ti.- cultivat..r  b.'c.m.'s  a  true  h.ver  ot 
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his  s«eet  and  beautiful  pot.  wl.ieli  he  h.oks  upon  as  a  relic  an,l  reinimler  of  Para.U«e. 
But\heu  this  beauty  is  aee..n.panie,l  «ith  useful,  golden,  and  go  d-beanng  tnut, 
atiordiug  a  living  a,ul  pvonnsing  all  ,>tl>er  u.aterial  lu.vnries,  then  the  lover  appreoates 
rZu^'e  grov  .cmly  less  than  he  does  his  «ife.  who  has  brought  t,.  hnn  not  only  the 
■compirshments  of  a  sweet  and  cnltivated  woman,  but  with  herself  an  an.ple  b.rtune 
tu  I  ImT.^^^^^^^  have  waited  as  long  as  Jacob  did  for  his  Rachel,  he  does  iiot  regret 
ihe  toS  w.anng.  since  the  reward  is  aniple.  I  do  not  know  but  that  the  toi  and 
IS"— dVtUe.. range  d,,es  no,  increase  the  ardor  of  the  planter  and  n. 
e.te  his  pleasure  when  once  the  tree  has  been  brought  to  full  beau  y  a,,d  bear  g. 
fur  we  love  best  those  that  need  to  be  cmrted  earnestly  m  order  to  be  won.  When 
thus  won  we  feel  that  the  bride  is  the  more  fully  our  own. 

HOW   TO    GROW   THE   OBAXtiE. 

Does  the  reader  Wish  to  know  how  to  Win  this  fair  bride  clad  in  natures  richest 
creen  adorned  witli  golden  globes,  crowned  with  fragrant  orange  blossoms-her  own 
^r  ;,^  "o  often  ^In-Ued  for  other  bridal  wreaths  y  Did  space  I-"-'  ;"  < - 
little  book  of  ours,  further  writitfg  wotUd  not  be  necessary,  lor  are  not  a  these 
,hi„.>s  written  in  the  book  of  the  chronicles  of  the  many  writers  on  Orange  C  ultme 
fron."  Maine  to  Texas?  These  have  all  written  you  abo,it  the  seed-bed,  the  nursiTy. 
the  planting,  suitable  locati.ms.  the  gathering  and  the  shil.pmg. 

THE  QfAXTITV   OF   OK.tNliES    SHII'l'ED 

the  past  season  ^va.s  alxmt  six  huudred  thonsand  boxes ;  the  present  year  the  crop  may 
read  a  million  boxes.  The  crop  of  18(38  only  reached  a  few  thonsand  packages  and 
had  so  slow  a  sale  i.  had  to  be  extended  to  as  late  as  May  to  find  bnyers  The  price 
prevailing  at  that  time  was  §7.50  per  thonsand.  The  price  '^^^^^V'^J'f^'^T 
duction.  Dnringn.xt  May  if  they  can  be  fonnd  ontside  ot  New  \ork  the  Honda 
orange  will  sell  for  not  less  than  5^-4.50  or  $5.00  per  box. 

THE   FLORID.\   TRADE   MARK. 

The  excellence  of  the  Florida  orange  is  now  so  generally  known  that  many  other 
oran-es  are  sold  nnder  that  name.  The  writer  knows  no  way  to  avoid  tins  impositK.n 
exce;t  to  stamp  each  orange  giwn  in  Florida  with  the  ininntable  Florida  trade  mark 
No  other  conntrv  has  yet  produced  the  rnsset.  The  brown  tinge  mars  the  beantitnl 
golden  color,  bnt  it  makes  the  orange  bearing  this  stamp  all  the  sweeter,  and  like 
LsaVs  wife,  above  suspicion.  Natiu-e  has  thns  given  us  an  impost  protection  against 
foreic^n  competiti<m  which  the  Government  cannot  take  otf .  What  goddess  or  nymph 
was  Tt  that  covered  herself  with  soil  to  save  herself  frcmi  violence  ?  She  was  the 
sweeter  and  safer  becau.se  of  her  soiled  exterior.     So  with  the  orange.     The  dingy  rus- 

set  is  best.  ,  ,  •     4.     *•  ♦!  ; , 

[Those  desiring  more  specific  and  detailed  information  on  the  subject  ot  this 
article  should  .>btain  Dr.  Moore's  "  Treatise  and  Handbook  of  Orange  Culture,"  pub- 
lished bv  E.  K.  Pelton  .t  Co.,  25  Bond  Street,  New  York.  Price.  $1.00.  It  is  the  best 
work  of  the  kind  in  existence,  has  been  carefully  revised  in  the  light  of  the  latest  ex- 
perience, and  is  now  in  its  fourth  edition.) 

CLAY  COUNTY. 

CL\Y  countv  lies  upon  the  west  bank  of  the  St.  Johns  river,  and  contains  an  area 
of  425  si.uare  miles.  The  lands  of  the  Belmore  Florida  Land  Company  are  located 
centre  of  the  southern  boun<lary  of  this  county,  below  the  :30th  parallel.  Its  surface  is 
undulating  and  is  generally  covered  by  a  growth  of  pine  and  oak  timber,  interspersed 
with  nearfy  every  variety  found  in  other  portions  of  the  State.  The  county  is  well 
drained,  the  streams  flowing  into  the  St.  Johns  river. 
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The  30th  parallel  of  north  latitude  crosses  Clay  county  somewhat  north  of  the 
centre,  and  just  south  of  the  parallel,  on  the  bank  of  the  St.  Johns  river,  lies  the  town 
of  Green  Cove  Springs,  the  county  seat,  one  of  the  most  popular  and  widely  known 
winter  resorts  in  Florida.  Its  famous  sulphur  spring  has  drawn  people  from  every  land 
and  clime  to  bathe  in  and  drink  of  its  healing  waters.  Encircling  the  chasm  whence 
the  famous  fountain  tlows,  the  town  has  gi'own  beyond  the  encampment  of  the  dusky 
Seminole,  until  it  now  embraces  an  area  of  about  two  scpiare  miles  and  contains  six 
ehurches.  three  public  schools,  six  hotels,  a  number  of  stores,  two  saw-mills  and  a 
manufactory  of  shingles.  Its  resident  population  is  about  one  thousand,  cosmopolitan 
in  character  and  generally  genial  and  friendly  in  disposition.  The  transportation 
facilities  are  unsurpassed  in  any  town  in  Fk)rida  ;  three  large  piers  jutting  cmt  into  the 
St.  Johns  afford  convenient  access  to  sea-going  vessels  and  river  craft  of  every  kind, 
while  the  Jacksonville,  Tampa  &  Key  West  Railroad,  running  through  the  centre  of  the 
town,  gives  communication  with  the  railroad  system  of  the  country.  The  town  is  also 
the  terminus  of  the  Green  Cove  Springs  it  Melrose  Railroad,  which  is  now  in  operation 
for  a  distance  of  ten  miles,  and  is  intended  to  cross  the  peninsula.  Town  lots  at  the 
county  seat  are  worth  from  S200  to  $1,00(1  each,  and  unimproved  laud  is  held  at  $100  to 
$2,500  per  acre. 


HOW  MUCH 


SHALL  I  NEED  TO  START  A  GROVE 
IN  FLORIDA? 


THIS  is  a  (piostion  often  a.sked,  but  next  to  impossible  to  answer.  Go  to  all  the 
grove  owners  you  can  rtiid.  and  not  one  will  give  you  the  same  answer.  Some  started 
with  $10,000,  some  with  $500.  some  without  a  cent.  Do  you  ask  if  their  groves  are 
valuable  according  to  the  means  they  started  with  ?  Not  necessarily  so.  A  knowledge 
of  the  work  you  are  about  to  engage  in  is  of  more  advantage  than  money. 

But  a  stranger  cannot  expect  to  ccmie  here  and  start  a  grove  without  money,  unless 
lie  can  live  on  air,  (t  la  Tanner.  To  be  sure  he  may  find  work,  if  he  seek  for  it.  and 
earn  money,  but  he  will  be  a  long  while  starting  a  grove  in  that  way,  and  if  he  could 
not  save  money  at  home  I  dcmt  see  how  he  can  here.  No.  I  shall  not  advise  any  one 
to  come  here  without  money,  unless  health  demanded  it.  Some  who  are  unable  to  do 
much  at  the  Nc.rth  tind  that  they  can  work  with  renewed  strength  here.  Such  should 
come  by  all  means,  for  health  is  the  first  thing  to  be  considered.  It  is  the  best  gift  of 
God  for  the  enjoyment  of  mortal  life.  And  this  is  His  gke.\t  hospital,  where  many 
have  f(mnd,  and  many  more  will  tind,  this  most  precious  boon.  But  for  those  who 
come  with  health,  hoping  to  get  rich  soon,  bring  money  enough  to  keep  you  for  a  year 
at  least,  and  a  year's  work  (m  your  place  will  give  you  a  start.  A  tive-acre  grove  is 
enough  feu-  a  man  with  moderate  means,  and  unless  he  is  able  to  hire  some  help,  two 
acres  will  be  as  much  as  he  can  do  justice  to  alone.  A  thrifty  grove  of  two  acres  is 
worth  nuu-e  than  a  poor  one  of  five  acres.  How  about  getting  the  land,  a  h(nise  to  live 
in,  etc.?  Lamls  within  two  or  three  miles  from  tran.sportation  can  be  had  for  ten  or  fif- 
teen dollars  per  acre,  and  houses  can  be  built  by  getting  lumber  at  a  sjiw-mill,  or  split- 
ting it  out  of  the  trees,  and  building  it  yourself  or  hiring  some  one  to  do  it  for  you.  A 
tent  or  rough  slied  would  answer  until  the  house  was  built. 

♦'The  best  time  to  come"  is  when  you  are  ready  ;  nothing  to  hinder  you  from  going 
to  work  any  time  in  the  year;  and  if  you  seek  the  high  pine  land,  away  from  large 
lakes  and  rivers,  no  fear  of  any  malarial  disease.  "Can  you  plant  right  away  ? '  If  you 
can't  pick  out  "splitting  timber"  get  some  one  to  help  you  who  can  ;  l)urn  that  which 
will  not  split,  together  with  all  trash  ;  scatter  the  ashes  in  rows,  then  pull  sod,  earth, 
etc..  onto  it  with  a  hoe,  making  ridges  one  foot  high  and  two  feet  wide  at  bottom, 
tapering  at  top  ;  then  if  it  is  spring  or  summer  plant  potato  vines  for  winter  crop  ;   if 
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fall  plant  vines  for  stand-overs,  and  to  get  early  vines  for  spring;  if  it  is  winter,  get 
some  sweet  potatoes  and  put  them  in  the  gi'ound,  cutting  in  halves ;  some  put  in  whole 
These  will  give  earlv  draws  and  be  ready  to  eat  in  June  ;  let  no  vines  'catch    after  the 
commence  to  run,  as  they  lessen  the  crop  very  materially.    No  vegetable  is  ot  so  much 
importance,  especially  in  a  large  family,  as  the  potato ;  it  is  the  crop  easiest  grown,  and 
one  that  can  be  planted  at  all  seasons  of  the  year.     They  can  be  cooked  in  so  many  dif- 
ferent wavs  that  to  enumerate  them  all  wculd  take  a  good  portion  of  the  "cook  book. 
The  -potato  patch"  is  the  storehouse  of  many  a  poor  family   here,  and  how  they  can 
live  so  contented  with  so  few  condiments  in  additicm   to   the   potatoes  is  a  puzzle  to 

manv  a  "Northerner."  ^    ^        . 

From  five  hundred  to  a  thousand  dollars  would  give  one  a  better  start  and  pios- 

pect  than  three  times  the  amount  would  at  the  North.  Florida  is  on  the  upward  grade. 
Siie  cannot  recede.  The  lands  are  advancing,  groves  multiplying,  gardens  increasing, 
and,  more  than  all  else,  lost  health  is  found  on  her  borders.  The  advantages  are  all  on 
the  side  of  the  earlv  comers.  No  matter  what  you  pay  for  your  land,  every  year  in- 
creases its  value.  Your  grove,  when  it  comes  into  bearing,  is  sure  to  pay  a  large  inter- 
est on  all  vou  have  laid  out,  time  included.  Then  the  investment  is  safer  than  the 
bank.    No  defrauding  clerk  or  cashier  can  appropriate  the  funds  for  his  ()wn  use. 

Those  who  wish  to  know  what  money  can  do  here  should  see  the  residence  of  Mrs. 
Uex  Mitchell,  situated  on  the  east  side  of  the  St.  Johns  river,  about  four  miles  from 
Jacksonville.  The  house  is  built  in  the  Italian-Swiss  style,  with  bn»ad  verandas  a^^^^ 
towers  The  products  of  every  clime  have  combined  to  enrich  and  beautity  the  place 
There  vou  can  behold  the  dates  and  palms  of  Egypt,  the  gorgeous  plants  of  Italy  and 
of  the  iar  East,  trees  and  shrubs  and  flowers,  vieing  with  each  other  in  beauty  and 
gi-andeur,  flourishing  as  if  in  th  >ir  own  native  soil.  No  less  beautiful  and  tar  more 
protitable,  are  the  two  thousand  y(mng  orange  trees  that  have  been  added  to  the  orig- 
inal grove  of  about  one  hundred  trees.  In  a  few  years  the  interest  on  all  money  ex- 
pended will  be  more  than  returned,  and  in  a  few  years  more  the  owners  would  be  m- 
dei)endent  though  thev  had  no  other  incom<\ 

It  would  take  a  large  amount  of  money  to  start  a  gri)veof  two  or  even  one  thousand 
trees  and  keep  them  in  order  until  they  come  into  bearing:  but  every  one  must  start 
acc(u-ding  to  the  means  he  can  command.  Fifty  to  sixty  trees  is  emmgh  for  one  ac>re, 
and  that  w(mld  do  very  well  to  start  with,  when  mcmey  is  scarce,  and  increase  the 
grove  as  your  means  will  allow.  It  is  always  best  to  commence  at  the  foot  ot  the  ladder 
antl  'go  up." 
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WHERE  CAN  I  FIND  A    HEALTHY  LOCALITY? 
\  LOC\LITY  not  surpassed  bv  any,  can  be  found  in  latitude  3(F,  thirteen  miles 
west  of  the  St.  Johns  river.     It  has  been  kept  in  the  backgi'ound  for  want  of  transpor- 
tation, but  now  the  sound  of  the  engine  is  heard  in  the  land.    The  Cxreen  Cove  Springs 
.c:  Melrose  Railroad  has  opened  up  a  country  of  great  extent,  and  for  healthfulness 
productiveness,  and  beauty  of  situation  it   has  not  a  peer.     Behnore  City  will  most 
und..ubtedlv  be  the  great  central  point.     Here  a  saw-mill  was  tirst  started,  which  is  a 
vn-eat  inducement  to  settlers.     While  Texas  is  crying  for  want  of  water,  and  her  cattle 
are  dving  bv  thousands,  this  is  an  article  of  which  we  have  no  lack ;  a  boon  tliat  can 
scarcelv  be  appreciated  until  we  are  deprived  of  it.     Lakes  are  scattered  everywhere 
over  the  countrv-lakes  that  are  never  dry.     Our  lands  are  high  and  rolling,  with  clay 
subsoil      Thev  are  easilv  cleared  and  easily  worked ;  the  soil  is  light,  having  an  excess 
of  mineral  and  a  lack  of  vegetable  matter,  which  can  easily  be  supplied  by  turning 
under  green  crops;  the  natural  land  will  yield  ten  bushels  of  corn;  but  with  (me 
season's  cn-owth  of  cow-peas  turned  under,  which  is  three  crops,  the  same  soil  will  pro- 
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duce  thirty  bushels,  and  everything  else  will  pay  for  green  manuring  in  the  same  pro- 
portion. For  vegetables  and  orange  growing  you  need  seek  no  further.  All  of  the 
j^oves  in  this  lo<rality  are  thrifty  and  promise  abundance  of  the  golden  fruit.  The 
banana,  guava,  lime,  and  lemon  are  protitable  here,  and  have  never  been  killed  by  frost. 
We  hear  the  cry  of  nothing  to  eat  from  many  quarters,  but  at  Belmore  City  we  always 
htcve  something.  Sweet  potatoes  we  never  lack,  beans  and  peas  in  the  fleld  or  crib, 
oranges  without  end.  Then  if  our  mulberries  are  gone  from  the  trees,  we  have  them 
canned,  and  they  are  as  nice  as  blackberries,  "if  not  more  so."  You  may  think  this  a 
sm-ill  variety,  but  we  have  other  things  in  their  season,  wliich  is  not  your  Northern 


SCENE  IN  AN  OLD  OBA.NGE  GROVE. 

season  ;  we  have  eggs  and  poultry  all  the  year  round,  and  this  is  a  business  that  will 
pay  here,  as  a  healthy  place  is  as  necessary  for  the  well-being  of  fowls  as  of  the  human 
race.  Good  pt)ultry  houses  can  be  got  up  on  a  cheap  scale,  and  the  fowls  can  have  a 
good  range  at  all  times  of  the  year.  Orange  groves  are  just  the  place  for  them  ;  they 
will  get  the  bugs  and  insects,  while  the  trees  will  thrive  better  for  the  manure.  In 
hammocks,  as  well  as  low,  wet  lands,  fowls  have  sore  heads  and  other  diseases,  while 
here  they  are  perfectly  healthy  and  lay  an  abundance  of  eggs,  which  are  always  in  good 
demand,  and  bring  a  price  above  the  average  in  other  States.  For  this  locality  we 
recommend  only  the  White  and  Brown  Leghorns  and  Plymouth  Rock,  both  kinds  so 
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fall,  plant  muos  tor  stand-overs,  and  to  get  early  vines  for  spring:  it  it  is  ^vlntel  get 
some  swet.t  potatoes  and  put  them  in  the  gi-ound.  c-utting  in  halvt-s ;  some  piit  m  ^vhole. 
These  will  give  earlv  draws  and  be  n-ady  to  eat  in  Jnne  :  let  no  vines  -cateh  alter  they 
eonimenet>  to  run.  as  they  lessen  the  erop  very  materially.  X.»  vegetable  is  ol  so  miieh 
impovtanee.  espeeially  in  a  large  family,  ms  the  potato  :  it  is  the  erop  easiest  grown,  ami 
one  that  ean  be  planted  at  all  seasons  of  the  year.  They  ean  be  eooked  in  so  man>  dil- 
ferent  wavs  that  to  enumerate  them  all  wcmld  take  a  go.)d  porticm  of  the  -eook  book. 
The -potato  pateir  is  the  storehouse  of  many  a  poor  family  here,  and  lu.w  they  ean 
live  so  eontented  with  so  few  eondiments   in  addithm    to   the    p..tatoes   is   a  puz/le  to 

manv  a  ••Northerner." 

From  five  hundred  to  a  th.msandd..llarsw,mld  give  erne  a   better  sta.rt   and  pros- 

pec-t  than  three  times  the  amount  would  at  the  North.  Florida  is  on  the  upwaird  grade. 
She  eannot  reeede.  Tlu-  lands  are  advaneing.  groves  multiplying,  gardens  inereasing. 
.'r,d  more  than  all  else,  h.st  health  is  found  on  her  borders.  The  a.lvantages  are  all  on 
'the  side  of  the  earlv  e<miers.  No  matter  what  you  pay  for  your  land,  every  year  iii- 
ereases  its  value.  V..ur  -rove.  wh.Mi  it  eomes  into  bearing,  is  sure  t(.  pay  a  large  inter- 
est on  all  v,.u  have  laid  out.  time  inehi.h'd.  Then  the  investment  is  sah-r  than  the 
l.uik      \.'.  .lefraiidin-  elerk  or  eashier  <-an  appropriate  the  funds  f.r  his  own  use. 

ThoM.  who  wish  t..  know  what  money  ean  d..  here  siiould  see  tin-  residenee  ot  Mrs. 
Vlex  Mitel.elL  situated  on  the  east  side  of  the  St.  John,  river,  about  four  mdes  Irom 
JaeksonviUe.  Th.-  house  is  built  in  the  Italian-Swiss  style,  with  br..ad  verandas  and 
towcTs  Ih..  pro.luets  of  every  elin.e  have  <-ombined  to  eiirieh  and  b.-autity  the  plaee 
There  von  .-an  behold  the  dates  and  i.alms  of  Fgypt.  the  gorgeous  ph.nts  ot  Italy  am 
ot  the  tar  Fast,  trees  and  shrubs  and  flowers,  vieing  with  eaeh  ..ther  m  beauty  and 
..■randeur.tlourishi..uasif  in  th  ir  own  native  soil.  No  less  beautiful,  and  tar  more 
protitabh'.  are  the  tw..  thousand  y..ung  ..range  tre.-s  that  have  been  ad<led  to  the  (ang- 
inal .-rove  of  about  one  humlred  tn-es.  In  a  fewyeMis  the  int.-rest  on  all  money  ex- 
i.ended  will  be  more  than  returm-d.  and  in  a  f.-w  years  more  the  owner>  w,u.ld  be  m- 
dei.endent  thouirh  thev  iiad  no  (.ther  income. 

It  would  take  a  largeamount  <.f  m..ney  to  stMVt  a  grove  of  tw..  or  even  one  thousand 
trees  and  keep  them  in  order  until  they  come  int..  bearing  :  but  .-very  ..ne  must  start 
aeeor.lin-  t..  the  ni.'aus  he  ean  eomman.l.  Fifty  t..  sixty  tr.-.-s  is  en.uigh  tor  one  aere. 
and  that'  w..ul.l  .1..  verv  well  to  start  with,  wh.-n  m.mey  is  sear.-.-,  an.l  merease  the 
-rove  as  y..ur  means  will  alh.w.  It  is  always  best  t<»e..inmeneeat  the  l.M»t  ..t  th.-  hulder 
anil   "go  up." 
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WHERE  CAN   I  FIND  A    HEALTHY  LOCALITY? 
VT()('\LITY  m»t  surpasse.l  bv  any.  can  be  found  in   latitude  30  .  thirteen  miles 

Me.t  of  the  St.  Johns  river.     It  has  I n  k.-pt  in  tin-  baekgr.nind  for  want  ..f  transpor- 

tati..n    Imt  n..w  the  sound  of  the  engim-  is  heard  in  tin-  lan.l.    Tin-  (Ireeu  C.ve  Springs 
>-  Melr.Kse  Kailr..a.l   has  .>pened  up  a  e.amtry  <.f  gn-eat  extent,  and  t..r   h.-althtulness. 
pr..duetiveness.and   beauty    of  situation    it    has   n..t  a  p.-.-r.     IJelmore  City  will  most 
HH.loubtedlv  be  the  gn-at  eeiitral  p..int.     Her,-  a  saw-mill  was  tirst  start.-d    wineh  is  a 
..n-at   in.bu-ement  t..  setth-rs.     While  Texas  is  erying  for  want  ..f  water,  and  her  eatth- 
are  .Iving  bv  tlnmsamls.  this  is  an   artiele  of  whieh  we  have  no  laek  :  a  boon  that  ean 
searei'lv  be  appreeiate.l  until  w.-  an-  .h-prive.l  of  it.     Lakes  an'  scattered  everywhere 
over  the  eountrv-lakes  that  are  never  dry.     Our  lands  are  high  ami  rolling,  with  elay 
subs..il      Thev  an-  easilv  eh-ared  and  easily  worke.l :  the  soil  is  light,  having  an  excess 
of  mineral  an.l  a   lack  of  vegetable  matt.-r.  which  ean  easily  be  supplied  by  turning 
und.-r  <'r(-.-n   (-r..ps:   tin-  natural   lan.l   will   yi.-ld   t.-n    bush.-ls  ..f  corn:    but   with   one 
seasoir.s  .a-owth  ..f  cow-peas  tuiiu-.l  und.r.  which  is  thr.-e  cr..ps.  tin-  sann-  s..il  will  pro- 
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diiee  thirty  bushels,  ami  ev»>rything  else  will  pay  for  green  manuring  in  the  sanu-  pr.»- 
l)ortion.  For  vegetables  and  orangi-  growing  you  iieeil  seek  no  further.  All  of  the 
jToves  in  this  lo.-ality  are  thrifty  and  promise  abundance  of  the  golden  fruit.  The 
l»anana.  guava.  lime,  and  h-mon  are  pr.»titable  here,  and  have  nevt-r  bet-n  kilh-d  by  frost. 
\Vl'  hear  the  cry  of  nothing  to  eat  from  many  .juarters.  but  at  lU-lniore  ("ity  w.-  always 
have  something.  Sw.-et  i.otatoes  wt-  never  lack,  beans  and  peas  in  tin-  Ih-ld  ..r  crib, 
..ranges  with.nit  end.  Then  if  our  mulberries  an-  g«.m-  from  tin-  tn-.-s.  we  have  them 
canne.l.  and  they  are  as  nice  as  blackberries,  "if  m.t  mon-  so."  Y..u  may  think  this  a 
sinvill  variety,  but  w('  have  other  things  in  their  season,  whii-h  is  not  y.tur  Northern 
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s.ason  ;  we  have  eggs  an.l  i)oultry  all  tin'  year  round,  and  this  is  a  business  that  will 
pay  hen-,  as  a  healthy  place  is  as  necessary  for  tin-  well-being  of  fowls  as  of  the  human 
rac«-.  (iood  ]).»ultry  h.mses  can  be  got  u])  on  a  cln-ai>  scale,  ami  tin- fowls  can  have  a 
go.Kl  rang.' at  all  times  of  the  year.  Orange  gn.ves  an-  just  the  ])lac.' for  tln-m  ;  they 
will  get  the  bugs  an.l  insects,  while  the  tn-.'s  will  thriv.-  better  f..r  tin'  maiiun-.  In 
liamnn>cks.  as  well  as  low.  wet  lands,  fowls  have  son-  heads  an.l  ,.tli.-r  <lis(-ases.  while 
h.-n-  tln-y  an-  p.-rfectly  healthy  ami  lay  an  abundanc-  ..f  eggs,  which  an'  always  in  good 
•  l.-mand.  an.l  bring  a  price  above  tin-  avenig.-  in  other  Stab-s.  F..r  this  lo.-ality  w.- 
n-.-ommen.l  ..nly  th.-  Whit.-  an.l  Bn.wn  Legh..nis  an<l  Plym..uth  Ko.-k.   l.<.th  kin. Is  .so 
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meritorious  one  can  hardly  decide  which  is  the  best.  All  you  will  need  to  start  in  the 
busines.s  here  is  ten  acres  of  land,  which  will  cost  you  SKHl ;  100  fowls,  which  wilU-ost 
you  $50,  and  plenty  of  energj-  and  muscle.  The  eggs  from  your  fowls  will  support  a 
family  of  two  or  three  with  the  necessaries  of  life.  Yoiir  stock  will  be  of  the  common 
sort,  but  you  can  improve  it  by  getting  eggs  of  pure  breeds.  You  will  need  Jacobs' 
"Poultry  for  Profit'  to  show  you  how  to  go  to  work  right,  and  The  Poultry  Keeper  to 
keep  you  right.     For  them  address  W.  V.  R.  Powis.  Chicago,  111. 

We  shall  otter  no  fiattering  ideas,  but  only  what  experience  has  demonstrated  to  be 
facts.  The  mulberry  tree  is  a  rapid  gi-ower  here,  and  is  outdone  in  that  respect  by 
nothing  except  the  China  tree,  or  Pride  of  India,  which  for  gi'owth  and  ornament  has 
no  peer.  But  for  usefulness  the  mulberry  has  never  yet  been  appreciated.  In  three 
years  one  acre  of  these  trees  would  make  $lo(>  worth  of  wine,  estimating  it  at  a  low 
figure,  a  wine  that  in  every  respect  is  eipial  to  blackberry  wine,  and  there  is  no  canned 
fruit  in  the  market  equal  to  them.  Nearly  every  settler  in  this  vicinity  has  a  few  of 
these  trees,  but  it  remains  for  some  enterprising  one  to  demonstrate  their  value  as  a 
tree  seccmd  to  none  but  the  orange. 

Come  and  see  how  you  like  our  location.  We  offer  wealth  for  poverty,  health  for 
disease,  hope  for  despair,  green  fields  for  ice  aud  snow.  Are  all  invited  to  the  Sum- 
mer land  ?  No,  not  in  this  work  ;  only  those  wh«»  are  honest  and  upright,  and  regard 
principle  above  gain;  who  can  look  upon  our  bountiful  land  as  "God-given"  and 
appreciate  it  as  such. 

NORTH. 

Winter  with  its  blighting  frost. 

Winter  with  its  bitter  cold. 
Can  we  ever  count  the  loss 
'  That  the  dreary  days  unfold? 

SOUTH. 

Winter  with  its  balmy  air. 

Winter  with  its  (piick'ning  br(>ath, 
Thousjintl  flowers  are  blooming  fair, 

Leaving  here  no  trace  of  d.ath. 


SOME  COMPARISONS. 

IN  the  orange  growing  districts  of  Sicily  and  Italy  first-class  orange  lands  are 
valued  at  $1,000  per  acre  It  is  universidly  conceded  that  Florida  grown  oranges  are 
superior  to  all  other  known  varieties;  hence,  in  the  way  of  orange  lands,  (mrs  are 
certainly  worth  as  much  as  anybody's.  But  we  not  only  claim  the  proud  distinction  of 
possessing  the  best  orange  lands  in  the  world,  but  our  vegetable  lands  are  superior  to 
all  others,  in  that  we  are  weeks  earlier  with  our  products  than  any  other  portion  of  the 
countrs-  and  have  quicker  transportation  to  the  Northern  markets,  w  hich  are  fast  being 
added  to  by  new  lines  of  railroads  and  inland  navigable  canals. 

But  the  greatest  benefaction  Florida  vouchsafes  to  mankind  is  the  liealing  qualities 
of  her  perennial  climate.  Where  the  average  difference  between  ••winter"  and  sumn)er 
weather  is  a  meagre  20^  any  invalid  would  be  wanting  in  gratitude  who  does  not  rise 
up  and  bless  the  day  he  or  she  was  ushered  into  this  gi-andest  of  all  grand  sanitariums. 


THE  RAINY  SEASON. 

THE  rainyVas^  n  commences  from  the  first  of  June  or  July,  and  generally  con- 
tinues until  the  middle  of  September,  during  which  time  it  usually  rains  nearly  every 
day,  but  seldom  all  day.     The  showers  generally  connnence  about  1  o'clock  p.  m.,  and 
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are  entirely  over  before  6  o'clock.  They  are  frequently  accompanied  by  thunder  and 
lightning.  The  nights  and  mornings  during  this  season  are  clear  and  cool.  On  the 
good,  high  pine  lands,  the  work  of  the  farm  goes  on  in  the  intervals  between  the 
showers,  and  crops  are  planted  and  grown  with  success,  that  it  would  be  useless  to 
attempt  to  raise  at  that  season  were  the  weather  dry  and  constantly  clear.  The  re- 
mainder of  the  year,  though  called  the  dry  season,  is  not  without  a  moderate  amount 
of  rain. 


TO  TIMID  MEN. 


FOR  the  reasons  we  have  given  it  seems  safe  to  predict  that  the  unimproved  lands 
of  the  Belmore  Florida  Land  Conq)any,  which  are  adapted  to  the  growth  of  the  orange, 
have  just  begun  to  attract  attention,  and  will  continue  to  increase  in  value  until  $'200 
to  $500  per  acre  will  be  regarded  as  a  low  price.  Possibly  some  holders  of  Florida 
land  are  asking  all  that  lands  are  worth  to-day,  but  with  next  year  the  present  prices 
will  be  doubled.  If  offered,  the  offer  would  be  rejected  as  ridiculously  low.  The  timid 
man  who  is  afraid  to  invest  at  present  prices  will  look  back  with  vain  regrets  a  year 
hence,  and  probably  const>le  himself  by  predicting  a  final  collapse  and  everlasting 
ruin  of  those  who  had  faith  to  buy.  while  he  doubted.  The  natural  and  int^vitjible 
advantage  should  be  sufficient  to  ^satisfy  the  greed  of  any  one  not  immoderately  avar- 
icious. For  years  we  have  watched  the  increase  in  price  of  uninqiroved  Florida  land, 
and  compared  that  increase  with  the  growth  in  value  of  producing  groves,  based  upon 
actual  profits  of  the  orange  crop.  The  growth  in  value  of  producing  groves  is  far 
ahead  of  that  of  wild  land.  A  comparison  of  land  values  in  the  different  orange-pro- 
ducing districts  of  the  world  will  show  that  the  boom  of  Florida  land  has  not  yet  v<nn- 
menceil.  Any  man  who  can  compute  the  cost  of  preparing  the  land,  putting  tmt  an 
acre  of  apple  trees  and  caring  for  them  ten  years,  in  the  North,  can  calculate  vt  ry 
accurately  what  will  be  the  expense  of  an  acre  of  orange  trees  similarly  planted  and 
cared  for  the  ssime  length  of  time.  At  that  age  his  orange  trees  will  pay  ten  per  ct  nt, 
or  $1,000  to  $2,000  per  acre. 


WINTER    AND  SPRING. 

SOME  writer  has  truly  observed:  "It  is  a  gi-eat  wonder  that  man,  with  all  his 
boasted  superiority  of  brain,  should  so  long  put  off"  acting  with  the  instinct  wisdom  of 
the  bird,  who  migrates  to  Avarmer  climes  from  the  inliosi)itable  snow-clad  and  ice- 
bound regions  of  the  North,  during  fliose  months  when  nature  seems  sti'iving  (over  a 
large  portion  of  the  globe)  to  freeze  out  and  utterly  destroy  all  living  things." 

It  may  be  inferred  that  where  there  is  no  winter  there  can  be  properly  no  spring  ; 
but  even  in  Florida,  this  season  brings  with  it  softer  airs,  and  breathes  new  life  into 
the  half-sleeping  vegetation  of  field  and  forest.  The  deciduous  trees— the  hickory, 
the  maple,  the  poplar,  the  sweet  gum.  the  cypress  and  the  black  jack  oak,  put  on  their 
new  robes  of  fresh  verdure,  contrasting  t  nely  with  the  darker  green  of  the  pine,  the 
live  oak,  and  the  magnolia,  and  flowers  of  every  hue  make  gay  both  field  and  shady 
grove. 

Of  winter,  properly  speaking,  there  is  none.  What  is  here  called  by  that  name 
closely  resembles  that  brief  season  of  autumnal  relenting,  known  at  the  North  as 
"Indian  Sunnner, "  except  for  the  most  part  the  skies  are  clear  and  blue.  The  atmos- 
phere is  dry  and  elastic,  very  little  rain  falls,  and  cloudless  days  are  continuous  for 
weeks.  We  have  an  average  of  more  than  200  clear  days  in  the  year,  and  the  number 
is  proportionally  gi-eatest  in  winter.  Florida's  popularity  as  the  foremost  winter  resort 
of  all  the  world  is  ever  increasing. 
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AGRICULTURALLY, 

Florida  is  yet  yoimg,  but  its  future  is  bright,  and  at  uo  distant  day  it  will  have  made 
its  mark  and  be  ranked  among  the  favored  lands  ol  our  great  Republic.  For  small 
farming  it  has  not  its  equal,  and  its  transportation  facilities  are  good,  and  Southern 
grown  products  llnd  a  ready  market  North.  We  quote  a  few  words  from  a  letter  wnt- 
ten  by  a  lady  who  has  spent  a  short  lifetime  there: 

"I  c^me  here  from  New  York  State  nearly  twelve  years  ago,  and  we  own  a  beautiful 
orange  gi'ove,  bearing,  of  our  own  making ;  have  a  span  of  fine  ponies  and  six  good 
cowsTas  well  as  turkeys  and  chickens,  the  same  as  at  the  North.  The  hens  lay  all  win- 
ter, as  well  as  the  sunimer  season,  except  what  little  time  they  are  shedding  their  feath- 
ers', and  the  young  chicks  never  have  the  gapes  here  as  in  New  York  State.  This  is  a 
large  settlement  of  Northern  people,  with  a  postoffice,  twenty  stores,  telegraph  office, 
school  and  churches,  whUe  eleven  years  ago  the  place  was  an  unbroken  forest.     This 


/ 


OKANGES. 


COTTON. 

STAPLE  PRODUCTS  OF  FLORIDA. 

is  a  very  healthy  location,  being  high,  dry,  pine  hills ;  excellent  orange  land,  but  not 
suitable  for  grain.  We  have  winter  gardens  and  summer  gardens  if  we  choose  to  make 
them.  A  winter  garden  contains  cabbage,  turnips,  radishes,  lettiice,  beets,  etc.,  etc. 
Strawberries  begin  to  ripen  in  January  and  last  until  June.  Oranges  begin  to  turn 
yellow  on  the  trees  now.  Limes  and  lemons  ripen  all  summer,  and  guavas,  a  delicious 
ifruit,  are  abundant  during  the  summer  months,  as  well  as  figs,  bananas  and  pine- 
apples. We  have  600  pine-apple  plants  that  bring  in  enough  to  supply  our  table  with 
food,  as  well  as  all  the  fruit  we  can  eat  all  the  year  round,  as  they  bear  perpetually— 
v^^t  they  ripen  faster  in  the  summer.  The  summers  here  are  showery  and  breezy, 
always  pleasant  in   the  shade.     Winters  dry  and  June  like,  and  some  winters  we  have 

a  slight  frost. 

'Roses  bloom  the  year  round  here  in  the  flower  garden,  and  many  other  magnificent 
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flowers  which  we  can  only  grow  in  the  hot-house  North.  The  air  is  rather  too  dry  for 
hyacinths  and  jonquils  and  pansies,  except  you  grow  them  in  boxes  of  peat  in  the 
moist  shade.  That  is  why  I  think  this  ought  to  be  a  good  country'  for  rheumatism  and 
all  complaints  that  are  affected  badly  by  dampness.  Water  either  from  well  or  lakes  is 
clear,  soft  and  excellent.  We  have  a  natural  pond,  sixty  feet  deep,  in  the  dooryard, 
filled  with  good  fish  for  table  use." 


TIMBER  LANDS  OF  FLORIDA. 

IT  IS  not  generally  known  that  the  yellow  pine  timber  of  this  State  is  the  l>est  in 
the  world,  but  to-daj'  all  over  the  United  States  where  transportation  makes  it  availa- 
ble, the  contracts  for  all  government  buildings  and  most  of  the  other  first-class  buildings 
call  for  the  yellow  pine  frame  timbers  and  flooring.  With  this  constantly  increasing  home 
demand,  and  with  the  foreign  demand  m  all  the  tropical  and  semi-tropical  ports  (for 
the  only  timber  that  will  stand  tlieir  climate  is  this  pitch  pine),  from  Southern  forests, 
for  ages  to  come,  this  supply  must  be  lookt'd  for. 


NOW  IS  A  GOOD  TIME  TO  GO  SOUTH. 

NONE  who  are  worthy  need  be  afraid.  If  they  are  respected  North,  they  will  be 
welcomed  South.  Some  good  lands  and  some?  poor.  Abundance  of  fine  timber  and 
water.  Produces  corn.  cott(m  and  all  kinds  (^f  small  grain,  fruits  and  vegetables. 
Schools  and  churches  in  every  neighborhood.  What  nnu'e  is  wanted?  It  matters  not 
if  you  are  a  Republican  or  Democrat,  so  long  as  you  are  honest  and  attentive  to  your 
own  business,  or,  in  other  words,  willing  to  do  unto  others  as  you  would  have  them  do 
unto  5'ou. 

As  in  all  new  countries,  none  should  go  to  settle  there  without  some  ready  means, 
but  probably  not  so  much  would  l)e  recjuired  as  in  other  new  portions  of  the  Union 
where  the  rigors  of  winter  must  be  contended  with.  Here  nature  knows  no  rest ;  every- 
thing in  vegetation  seems  evergreen,  evergrowing.  The  orange  has  the  ripened  fruit 
and  flowers  at  the  same  time,  and  this  analogy  has  a  wide  range.     Florida  is 

A  LAND   OF   SUNSHINE 

and  genial  atmosphere.  We  have  visited  no  small  part  of  its  domain,  and  we  think 
and  have  reason  to  believe  in  the  present  and  future  capability  of  Florida  to  sui)port  a 
large  iind  intelligent  population  in  the  midst  of  a  climate  and  soil  so  beneficent  and 
so  lavifsh  in  liroduction  as  to  make  her  very  early  in  the  future  the  favored  land  of 
so  great  a  country. 


TAXES. 

THE  rate  of  taxation  in  Belmore  is  very  light,  only  eleven  mills  cm  the  dollar. 
Lots  that  are  sold  at  from  three  to  twenty  dollars  each  the  taxes  would  be  from  three 
cents  a  year  on  a  three  dollar  lot  to  twenty  cents  on  a  twenty  dollar  lot,  and  so  on  ac- 
cording to  value  of  property'.     No  taxes  will  be  assessed  till  April  1,  188(j. 


HOW  TO  GET  TO  BELMORE  CITY  FROM  CHICAGO. 

FROM  this  section  of  the  country  there  are  several  different  lines  that  <uie  may 
take.  Among  the  old  standard  routes  which  is  always  popular,  is  the  Kankakee  Line, 
which  runs  two  trains  daily  from  Chicago,  ccmnecting  with  the  Cincinnati  Southern  at 
Cincinnati  in  the  name  depot.  Pullman  and  dining  cars  run  through  from  Cincinnati  to 
Jacksonville  without  change.  The  schedule  time  from  Chicago  to  Jacks(mville  is  forty- 
seven  houi's.    For  passenger  rates,  etc.,  we  refer  you  to  J.  C.  Tucker,  General  N.  W. 
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AGRICULTURALLY, 

Fl<.ri(la  is  vrt  V(>ull^^  but  its  fntuiv  is  bright,  and  at  no  distant  day  it  will  have  made 
its  mark  and  Ih' ranked  among  the  favored  lands  ot  onr  grt>at  Kei.ublie.  For  small 
farming  it  has  n<.t  its  t'(iual.  and  its  transportatiim  taeilities  are  good,  and  Southern 
grown  produets  tind  a  reaily  market  North.  We  quote  a  tew  Nv,.rds  from  a  letter  writ- 
ten bv  a  lady  wlu)  has  spent  a  short  lift-time  there: 

•I  i-ame  here  from  New  York  State  nearly  twelve  years  ago.  and  we  <.wn  a  luautiful 
orange  grove,  bearing.  i)f  our  own  making:  have  a  span  of  tine  lumies  and  six  good 
e.»ws?arwell  as  turkJys  and  ehiekens,  the  same  as  at  the  North.  The  hens  lay  all  win- 
ter, as  well  a.s  the  snnimer  season,  except  what  little  time  they  are  sheddingtheir  feath- 
ers, and  the  voung  ehieks  never  have  the  gapes  here  as  iu  New  York  Staite.  This  is  a 
large  settlement  of  Northern  people,  with  a  postottiee.  twenty  stores,  telegraph  ottiee. 
.sehool  and   ehurehes.  while  i-leven   years  ago  the  plaee  was  an  unbroken  forest.     This 
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STAPT.?^,  PIJODICTS  OF  FLORIDA. 

is  a  verv  healthy  location,  being  high.  dry.  pine  hills:  excellent  orange  land,  but  not 
s'litable  for  grain.  We  have  winter  gardens  and  summer  ganhms  if  we  choose  to  make 
them.  A  winter  garden  contains  cabbag.'.  turnips,  radishes.  h>ttuce.  beets,  etc.,  etc. 
Strawberries  begin  to  ripi'U  in  January  and  last  until  . Turn'.  Oranges  lu'gin  to  turn 
vellow  on  the  trees  now.  Limes  an.l  leunms  ripen  all  summer,  and  guavas.  a  <h'licious 
fruit,  are  abundant  during  the  summer  m<mths.  as  well  as  tigs,  bananas  and  pine- 
apples. We  have  t',(Mt  i)ine-apple  plants  that  bring  in  enough  to  supply  our  table  with 
food,  as  well  as  all  the  fruit  we  can  eat  all  the  year  round,  as  they  bear  perpetually- 
vt  thev  ripen  faster  in  the  summer.  The  summers  Inu'e  are  showery  and  breezy, 
always 'pleasant   in   the  shade.     Winters  dry  and  June  like,  and  some  winters  we  have 

a  slight  frost. 

•Roses  bloom  the  veur  round  herein  the  tiower  garden,  and  many  otlu-r  magnificent 
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flowers  which  wi'  can  only  grow  in  the  hot-liouse  Nortli.  The  air  is  rather  t»»o  dry  for 
iiyacintlis  and  joiuiuils  ami  pansies.  except  you  grow  tliem  in  Itoxes  of  jn'at  iu  the 
moist  shade.  That  is  why  I  think  this  ouglit  to  be  a  good  country  for  rheumatism  and 
all  complaints  that  are  attected  l)adly  by  dampness.  Water  either  from  well  or  lakes  is 
clear,  s(>ft  and  excellent.  We  have  a  natural  i)ond.  sixty  feet  deep,  in  tlie  dooryard. 
filled  with  good  lish  for  table  use." 


TIMBER  LANDS  OF  FLORIDA. 

IT  IS  not  generally  known  that  th<'  yellow  pine  timber  nl  this  Sta'^e  is  the  best  in 
the  world,  but  to-day  ail  over  the  I'nited  States  w  here  traiisi>ortation  makes  it  a\aila- 
l)le.  the  contracts  f<»r  all  government  buildings  and  most  of  the  other  lirst -class  buildings 
call  f(»r  the  yellow  pine  frame  timbers  and  tlooring.  With  this  constantly  iin-reasing  home 
(h'lnand.  and  with  the  foreign  «lemand  rn  all  the  tropical  ami  semi-tropical  ])orts(for 
the  only  timiter  that  will  stand  tlieir  climate  is  this  pitc-h  piiie>.  from  Southern  forests. 
ft)r  ages  to  t-ome.  this  supply  must  l>e  looked  for. 


NOW  IS  A  GOOD  TiMr:    TO  GO  SOUTH. 

NONE  wlio  are  worthy  neetl  be  afraid.  If  they  are  respected  North,  they  \\  ill  l>e 
welc(»med  S()Uth.  Some  good  lands  and  some  ])oor.  Altuinlance  of  line  timltei' and 
water.  I'roduces  corn,  cotton  and  ail  kinds  of  small  grain,  fruits  and  \  t'getai)le^. 
Schools  and  churches  in  every  neighl)orhood.  \Vhat  more  is  wanted'.'  It  matters  not 
if  you  are  a  IJepulilicaii  or  Democrat.  s(»  long  as  you  arc  honest  and  attciiii\e  t(»y(»ui- 
own  business,  or.  in  other  woi-ds.  willing  to  do  unto  others  as  you  would  haxc  them  do 
unto  you. 

.\sinall  new  countries,  none  sliould  go  to  settle  there  \\itliout  some  ready  means, 
but  i>robably  not  so  much  would  be  rct|niretl  as  in  ot  her  new  port  imis  ot  t  he  lidou 
where  the  rigors  of  w  inter  must  he  contended  with.  Here  nature  know  s  no  rest  :  e\erv- 
thing  in  vegetation  seems  ev<-rgr(  eii.  e\(i- glow  ing.  Tiie  orange  has  the  ripened  fruit 
and  Mowers  at  the  same  time,  ami  this  analogy  has  a  wi«le  range.     i"h)rida  is 

A  i.ANO  or  siNsniNi: 
and  genial  atniosi>liere.  We  have  visited  no  small  i»art  of  its  domain,  and  we  tliiidc 
and  have  icason  to  believe  in  the  i)resent  and  future  cajtaltility  of  Florida  to  siippoit  a 
larg»' and  intelligent  population  in  the  midst  of  a  climate  and  soil  so  lieiieliceiit  and 
so  lavish  in  jiroduction  as  to  make  her  very  early  in  tlie  future  tlu'  favored  land  »»f 
so  gi'eat  a  country. 

TAXES. 

TIIE  rate  of  taxation  in  lielmore  is  very  light,  only  eleven  mills  on  the  dollar. 
Lots  that  are  sold  at  from  three  to  twenty  <lollars  each  the  taxes  would  l)c  from  three 
cents  a  year  on  a  three  dollai-  h>t  to  twenty  cents  on. a  twenty  dollar  lot.  and  so  on  ac- 
cording to  value  of  proi)t'rty.     No  taves  will  be  assessed  till  Ap)'il  1.  issc. 


HOW  TO  GET  TO  BELMORE  CITY  FROM  CHICAGO. 

FKOM  this  section  <»f  the  country  there  are  several  ditlerent  lines  that  one  may 
take.  Among  the  old  standard  routes  which  is  always  i)oj)ular.  is  the  Kankakkf.  Lint, 
whi<-h  runs  two  trains  daily  from  ('hicag(t.  c(»nnecting  with  the  Cincinnati  Southern  at 
Cincinnati  in  the  .sv/mr  ih  \u,\.  Pullman  and  dining  cars  i-un  through  from  Cincinnati  to 
Jacksonville  without  change.  The  schedule  time  fi(»m  Chicago  to  Jacksonville  is  forty- 
seven  h<mrs.     For  passenger  rates,   etc..  w«'  refer  you  to  J.  C.  Tucker.  General  N.  W, 
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Passenger  Agent.  Chicago.  From  Jacksonville  it  is  only  fitty-tlve  minutes  ride  to 
Green  Cove  Springs,  from  there  by  the  Green  Cove  Springs  ct  Melrose  Railroad  to 
Belmore.  The  nearest  station  now  is  Sharon,  two  and  three-quarters  miles  distant, 
but  we  hope  to  have  a  station  up  by  the  tirst  of  the  tall. 


CLASS  OF  PEOPLE  WANTED. 

WE  want  population  from  every  State  in  the  Union  and  from  every  country  in 
Europe  ;  we  want  the  thrifty  and  industrious  to  join  us  in  occupying  and  building  up 
the  vacant  places  in  Belmore,  that  they  may  secure  pleasant  homes  for  themselves  and 
their  families  ;  we  want  them  to  identify  themselves  with  our  interest  and  enjoy  all  the 
rights  and  privileges  of  the  native  born,  which  the  laws  of  the  State  now  fully  guaran- 
tee to  them.     We  have  lands  which  can  be  had  for  a  mere  nominal  price.     We  need 
population.     We  will  give  immigrants  a  hearty  welcome,  and  extend  to  them  full  and 
equal  protection  ;  we  have  no  prejudices  to  overcome,  for  we  are  already  cosmopolitan  ; 
we  want  immigrants  of  kindred  races,  that  we  may  be  a  homogeneous  people ;  we  are 
all  immigi-ants  or  their  descendants  ;  we  give  immigration  credit  for  all  we  are  or  hope 
to  become.     We  do  not  wish  to  be  misunderstood  on  this  point  ;  we  do  not  want  im- 
migrants for  subordinate  positions,  but.  on  the  contrary,  invite  them  to  locate,  and 
become  the  owners  of  their  homes  in  fee  simple  forever  ;  we  want  them  to  become  citi- 
zens, and  have  with  us  ecpial  political  privileges  and  responsibilities  in  all  the  obliga- 
tions imposed  upon  citizens  under  a  Republican  government ;  we  want  persons  skilled 
in  a  gi-eat  variety  of  mechanical  ami  agricultural  pursuits— in  fact,  in  all  of  the  industries 
o:  life,  for  we  have  lands  possessed  of  the  requisite  conditions  for  successful  cultivation 
and  development.     We  want,  especially,  persons  skilled  in  gardening  and  fruit  grow- 
ing, in  the  cultivation  of  tobacco,  sugar,  etc.;  we  want  grape  and  orange  growers, 
together  with  the  whole  list  of  semi-tropical  fruits  ;  we  want  manufacturers  of  lumber; 
wJwant,  especially,  capital  to  develop  our  unlxninded  resources  ;  we  want  innnigrants 
that  will  bring  along  with  them  sutttcient  means  and  energy  to  enter  upon  business  for 
themselves,  to  buy  our  cheap  lands,  become  permanent  residents,  practical  fruit  gi'ow- 
ers  and  successful  agriculturists,  or  who  will  follow  some  mechanical  or  manufactiu-ing 
occupation  ;  we  want  settlers  who  are  willing  to  rely  on  their  own  exertions  and  means 
to  make  themselves  beautiful  homes.    To  such  we  stiy.  Come,  and  if  you  have  good 
staying  qualities,  your  reward  is  sure. 


APICULTURE 


could  be   made   a   paying   business    and   the    bees    could   gather    honey  and  pollen 
almost  every  month  in  the  year,     Mr.  U.  S.  Hart,  of  Volusia  County,  says  on  this  sub- 

"The  average  natural  increase  and  honey  production  is  from  one  to  three  and  loO 
pounds  of  honey.  I  have  never  seen  or  known  of  a  diseased  colony  of  bees  in  the  State. 
The  enemies  are  toads,  dragon  flies,  ants,  moths  and  birds.  Some  of  the  leading  pollen 
and  honey-producing  trees  are  the  maple,  willow,  sweet  gum.  bays,  orange,  myrtle, 
oak,  basswood.  hickory,  youpon.  mock-olive,  saw-palmetto  and  cabbage  palmetto. 

"They  produce  honey  in  abundance  of  the  finest  quality,  and  Ave  think  it  safe  to 
say  never  fail  to  produce  a  good  crop.  We  also  have  honey-producing  vines  and  plants 
too  numerous  to  mention." 

Bananas,  guavas.  lemons.  Japan  persimmons  and  plums.  i)ears,  pecans,  pomegran- 
ates and  jute,  gi'ow  well  in  this  county,  but  are  not  cultivated  to  any  extent. 
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FLORIDA. 


A  GLIMPSE  OF  AN  ELYSIAN  LAND. 

BY  REV.    DAVID   MOOKE,    D.    D. 

YOU  avsk  me  to  tell  your  readers  something  about  Florida  in  general.  Let  me  say 
lir.st,  then,  that  the  glory  of  Florida  is  its  climate,  and  the  great  advantage  of  a  winter 
spent  here  is,  that  invalids  can  live  mainly  out  of  doors,  and  breathe  the  fresh,  open 
air,  and  bask  in  the  warm  sunshine.  Owing  to  the  peninsular  position  of  Florida,  its 
climate  is  unique.  It  is  ditterent  from  that  of  any  other  Stmthern  State,  and  you  find 
nothing  just  like  it  either  in  Europe  or  on  the  Pacific  coast.  Of  course  it  is  Avarm — in 
the  direct  rays  of  the  sun  often  hot ;  but  we  have  constant  breezes,  either  from  the 
Atlantic  or  the  Gulf,  which,  while  soft  and  balniA-.  are  also  cool  and  refreshing.  Even 
ill  the  hottest  part  of  the  da^'.  if  you  step  into  the  shade  of  an  orange  tree,  or  a  ])assing 
cloud  veils  the  sun.  you  hud  it  at  once  deliciously  cool.  This  is  a  i)eculiar  and  most 
grateful  feature*  of  the  Florida  climate.  The  air  here  has  nothing  of  that  oven-like 
heat  which  we  often  experience  elsewhere,  and  which  is  so  oppressive  and  prostrating. 
But  it  is  difficult  to  give  a  definite  idea  of  the  exceeding  beauty  of  this  climate.  To 
know  what  it  is  you  must  live  in  it.  The  only  unpleasant  weather  we  experience  here 
is  when  the  wind  is  from  the  North,  and  you  are  having  a  regular  blizzard  up  there. 
Then  it  is  chilly,  disagreeable  ;  doors  and  windows  are  closed,  and  a  fire  is  needed  to 
be  comfortable.  But  after  two  or  three  daj's  the  wihd  changes,  the  sun  breaks  out, 
and  lovely  Florida  is  herself  again.  The  opening  flowers  exhale  their  fragrance,  the 
mocking-bird  i)ours  out  its  marvelous  songs,  and  all  nature  laughs  for  joy.  Now.  in 
this  month  of  April,  the  weather  is  surprisingly-  beautiful. 

IS    IT   HEALTHY  ? 

But  Miiat  about  the  health  of  Florida?  you  ask.  Well,  there  are  localities  in 
Florida,  doubtless,  which  are  unhealthy.  But  take  the  State  as  a  whole,  reliable  sta- 
tistics show  that  the  death  rate  is  lower  than  any  other  State  in  the  Union,  and  that 
Florida  is  really  one  of  the  healthiest  portions  of  our  country.  Of  this  particular 
region  I  can  speak  from  personal  knowledge.  Situated  as  we  are,  five  miles  east  of  the 
St.  Johns,  midway  of  an  extensive  i)ine  ridge,  soil  sandy,  with  no  .stagnant  water  in  the 
vicinity,  we  have  all  the  conditions  of  health  which  Florida  uftords.  and  in  the  highest 
degi'ee.  It  is  high  and  dry,  and  you  may  travel  this  entire  plateau  and  not  see  any 
moss  on  the  trees.     ****♦*♦♦****♦♦ 

But  you  have  malaria  in  Florida,  you  say.  Yes.  along  the  rivers,  on  the  hammock 
lands,  and  in  marshy  localities,  especially  in  the  latter  summer  months,  there  is,  no 
doubt,  a  good  deal  of  malaria.  But  even  on  the  rivers,  during  the  winter  months, 
thi're  is  little  to  be  feared  from  malaria,  and  in  fine  uplands,  like  this,  nothing  at  all. 
Year  in  and  year  out  there  is  not  half  as  much  malaria  on  this  orange  ridge  as  there  is 
in  portions  of  Westchester  county,  saj'  along  the  Bronx  river,  and  in  many  other  local- 
ities in  our  Empire  State,  not  to  speak  of  Jersey  and  the  West.  The  tact  is,  this  entire 
high  pine  ridge  is  exceptionally  healthy.  Fevers  are  of  a  mild  type  ;  diphtheria  and 
scarlet  fever  are  almost  unknown,  and  upon  invalids  suffering  from  diseases  of  the 
respiratory  organs  this  balmy  climate  acts  like  a  charm.  Not  a  fcAv  come  here  in  the 
last  stages  of  consumption,  and  of  course  they  sink  down  and  die.  Florida  will  not 
raise  the  dead.  But  thousands  seriously  affected  with  catarrh,  asthma,  lu-onchitis  and 
other  kindred  diseases,  come  here  and  get  well,  or  at  least  are  gi-eatly  benefited,  and 
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their  lives  are  prolonj^ed.  When  we  came  here  last  November,  my  wife  had  a  distress- 
ing cough,  her  breathing  from  asthma  was  most  painful,  and  for  years  she  has  scarcely 
ever  been  free  from  catarrhal  colds.  The  first  three  weeks  she  seemed  worse  rather 
than  better,  and  we  feared  that,  like  so  many,  we  had  come  too  late ;  but  the  fourth 
Aveek,  with  God's  blessing,  the  genial  climate  l)egan  to  exert  its  healing  influence. 
Soon  cough,  asthnm  and  catan-h   disapi)eared,  and  have  not  returned.     She  has  been 
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AN  AVENUE  IN  AN  ORANGE  GROVE. 

able  to  live  largely  out  of  doors,  has  enjoyed  life  immensely,  and  is  now  comparatively 
well.  You  do  not  wonder  we  have  pitched  a  tent  for  a  winter  home  in  this  home  of 
sunshine  and  flowers,  for  this  climate  is  simply  healing  and  life  to  her.  And  hers  is 
not  a  solitary  case.  There  are  scores  of  similar  ones  all  around  us.  I  have  talked  with 
many  who  told  me  that  they  were  slowly  but  surely  dying  at  the  North,  but  coming 
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here  got  well  and  are  now  doing  their  ow'n  work.  A  well  known  Ph.  D.,  of  Philadel- 
phia, a  great  sufferer  from  asthma,  told  me  a  few  weeks  ago  when  he*  was  here  that  dur- 
ing the  ten  days  he  had  been  in  Florida  he  had  experienced  entire  relief  from  asthma, 
had  slept  like  a  child,  and  gained  seven  pounds.  There  is  no  question  in  my  mind, 
tJiat  as  Florida  is  better  known  it  will  come  to  be  more  and  more  a  place  for  Avinter 
liomes  for  Northern  people  ;  and  invalids,  instead  of  going  to  the  south  of  France  or 
Italy,  and  thus  placing  the  ocean  between  them  and  their  homes,  will  seek  healing  and 
comfort  in  their  own  beautiful  Florida,  and  to  their  immense  advantage.  Florida  will 
yet  become  one  vast  sanitarium.  Its  climate  alone,  so  beautiful  and  salubrious,  is 
enough  to  make  Florida  a  rich  and  prosperous  State,  but  it  has  immense  resources  of 
its  own  which  are  only  just  beginning  to  be  developed. 

FLORIDA'S    MAIN   BUSINESS. 

Your  readers  are  aware  that  the  raising  of  oranges  is  the  main  business  here. 
Lemons,  limes,  pine-apples,  bananas,  sugar-cane  and  other  tropical  fruits  are  .success- 
fully cultivated,  but  the  great  industry  is  orange  culture.  Everybody  has  an  orange 
grove,  if  only  an  acre,  but  the  majority  of  gi-oves  here  range  from  two  to  Ave  and  ten 
acres,  five  being  the  most  common.  Of  course  there  are  larger  groves  -twenty,  thirty, 
and  forty.  O.  N.  Hull,  Esq.,  of  Cedar  Rapids.  la.,  has  sixty  acres  in  one  grove,  and  in 
all.  150  acres,  containing  more  than  12,0(m  trees.  While  her<!  last  winter  he  bought 
three  acres  in  town,  cleared  and  planted  it  and  will  build  next  winter.  Mayor  Hull 
evidently  believes  in  Florida  and  in  the  orange  business,  and  he  is  one  of  the  shrewdest 
of  men.  Most  of  the  gi'oves  are  young ;  only  a  few  are  in  full  bearing.  Dr.  Gillen's 
grove  of  1,500  trees,  in  the  suburbs,  was  laden  with  golden  fmit  when  we  came  here. 
And  never  had  my  imagination  conceived  anything  half  so  rich,  beautiful  and  glorious 
as  that  grove  with  its  w^ealth  of  rich,  ripe  oranges.  About  Christmas  I  visited  the  fa- 
mous Norris  gi-ove  at  Spring  Garden,  seven  miles  from  here.  It  is  mainly  on  low  ham- 
mock land,  and  the  trees  are  budded  into  sour  oranges  growing  wild  in  hammock— the 
other  timljer,  of  course,  being  cleared  away.  This  is  one  of  the  largest  gi'oves  in  this 
vicinity.  "What  a  sight!"  Oranges,  oranges  everywhere!  A  wilderness  of  wealth  and 
beauty.  Major  Norris  told  us  that  he  had  already  shipped  500.000  oranges,  and  that  he 
has  half  a  million  more  to  pick  and  ship.  He  conducted  us  from  tree  to  tree,  urging 
us  to  taste  of  this  kind  and  eat  of  that,  another  and  another. 

WORTH   A   JOURNEY   ACROSS   THE    CONTINENT. 

At  last  he  l^d  us  to  a  tree  bearing  what  he  called  a  perfect  orange,  and  perfect  in- 
deed it  was— in  size,  .shape,  color  and  quality— perfectly  beautiful.  Not  content  with 
feasting  us  from  the  trees,  the  generous  proprietor  insisted  on  putting  a  bag  full  into 
ourcarriage  to  take  home.  As  we  drove  back  through  the  grove,  and  all  its  glory 
came  into  view  again,  I  felt  indeed  it  was  worth  a  journey  across  the  continent  to 
behold  that  sight.  No  description  can  give  any  adeqaate  idea  of  the  exceeding  rich- 
ness and  beauty  of  an  orange  grove  in  full  bearing.  Imagine  yourself  surrounded  by 
trees  thirty  feet  high,, with  thick,  glossy  green  foliage,  bearing  from  2,000  to  5,(M)0 
oranges  each,  laden  from  tip-top  to  the  ground,  and  often  hanging  in  clusters  of  five, 
ten,  fifteen,  and  sometimes  even  more— apples  of  gold  in  pictures  of  emerald.  Do  you 
wonder  that  any  one  beholding  such  a  sight  gets  the  orange  fever?  I  can  assure  you 
that  they  all  do. 

This  orange  l)usine?is  is  what  brings  so  many  here.  During  the  past  five  months 
there  has  been  one  continual  .stream  of  people  coming  to  Florida,  and  every  hotel  and 
boarding-house  has  been  full  to  overflowing.  A  great  many  of  these  have  made  in- 
vestments and  an-anged  to  have  groves  planted.  As  a  result  this  entire  orange  belt  is 
being  transformed  with  amazing  rapidity  from  an  extensive  pine  forest  to  an  immense 
orange  grove.     In  riding  over  the  length  and  breadth  of  this  plateau,  you  can  scarcely 
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tlit'ir  livr's  art'  proloiiiicd.  When  we  ciiiiir  licrc  last  XovcmlxT.  my  wifr  had  a  distiH'ss- 
iii}^  »MHij^li,  lifi"  ln'catliiiij^"  t'l'oiii  a.stliiua  was  most  ^taiiit'iil.  and  tor  years  she  has  si-arfi'ly 
t'Vt'V  Ix't'U  tr»'«'  Ir<»m  catarrhal  colds,  'j'hc  tirst  three  weeks  she  seemed  worse  rather 
th;ni  better,  and  we  feared  that,  like  so  many.  w«'  had  come  too  late;  but  the  fourth 
week,  with  (;(»ds  Itlessin;^'.  the  genial  climate  i»e;^an  to  exert  its  healin^Mntlm'nce. 
Soon  coiij^ii,  asthma   and  catarrh   disaiipeared,  and  have  not  returned.     She  has  been 
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able  to  live  larj,'ely 
wt'll.  You  (h»  not 
suiisliine  and  tlowt 
not  a  solitary  case 
many  who  told  nu 


AX  AVENUE  IN  AN  ORANGE  GROVE. 

out  of  doors,  has  enjoyed  life  immensely,  and  is  now  com])aratively 

wonder  W(>   have  \)it<-hed   a    tent    for  a  winter  home  in  this  home  of 

'rs.  for   this  climate    is   simply  healinj^  and  life  to  her.     And  hers  is 

There  are  scores  of  similar  ones  all  around  us.     I  hav«'  talked  with 

that  they    were  slowly    but  surely   dyin^^  at  th«'  North,  but  coming' 
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liere  got  well  and  are  now  dointr  their  ow'n  work.  A  well  known  Ph.  D.,  of  Thiladel- 
l)hia.  a  givat  sutterer  from  asthma,  told  me  a  few  wt>eksai,^o  w  hen  he' was  here  that  dur- 
in<^'  the  ten  days  he  had  been  in  Florida  he  had  experienced  entire  relief  from  asthma, 
had  slept  like  a  child,  and  gained  seven  pounds.  There  is  no  cpu'stion  in  my  miml, 
that  as  iTorida  is  better  known  it  will  come  to  be  more  and  mon- a  place  for  winter 
homes  for  Northern  peoi)le  ;  and  invalids,  instead  of  going  to  the  south  of  France  or 
Italy,  and  thus  placing  the  ocean  betwet'ii  them  and  their  homes,  will  seek  liealing  and 
comfort  in  their  own  beautiful  Florida,  and  to  tlieir  immense  advantage.  Florida  will 
yet  become  one  vast  sanitarium.  Its  climate  alone,  so  beautiful  and  salubrious,  i.s 
t  iiough  to  make  Florida  a  rich  and  prosi)erous  State,  but  it  has  immense  resources  of 
its  own  which  are  only  just  beginning  to  b<'  developed. 

FLOKIDAS    MAIN    HISINKSS. 

Your  r«'aders  are  aware  that  the  raising  of  oranges  is  the  nniin  l)usiness  here. 
Lemons,  limes,  pine-apph's.  bananas,  sugar-caiu'  and  other  tropical  fruits  are  success- 
fully cultivated.  l»ut  the  great  industry  is  (»raiigt' culturi>.  Everybody  Jias  ati  orange 
-rove,  if  only  an  acre,  but  the  majority  of  grovi's  here  range  from  two  to  live  and  ten 
acres,  five  being  the  most  common.  Of  course  there  are  larger  groves -twenty,  thirty, 
and  forty.  O.  N.  Hull.  Escp.  of  Cedar  Kapids.  la.,  has  sixty  acres  in  one  grove,  and  in 
all.  lln  acres,  containing  more  than  I'i.OUH  trees.  While  here  last  winter  he  IxMight 
Three  acres  in  town,  cleared  and  planted  it  and  will  build  next  winter.  Mayor  Hull 
evidently  believes  in  Florida  and  in  th»' orange  business,  and  he  is  one  of  the  shn'wdest 
of  men.  Most  of  the  groves  are  young :  only  a  few  are  in  full  bearing.  Dr.  (JilkMi's 
grove  of  l."ji»(l  trees,  in  the  suburbs,  was  laden  with  golden  fruit  when  wo  came  here. 
.\nd  never  had  my  imaginati«»n  conceived  anything  half  so  rich.  beautifiU  aiul  gl(»rious 
as  that  grove  with  its  wealth  of  rich,  ript' oranges.  About  Christmas  I  visited  the  fa- 
mous Norris  grove  at  Siu-ing  (iardeu.  seven  mih's  from  here.  It  is  mainly  on  low  ham- 
mock land,  and  the  trees  are  l)udded  into  sour  oranges  growing  wild  in  hammock— the 
other  timber,  of  course,  being  cleared  away.  This  is  one  of  the  largest  groves  in  this 
vicinity.  •'Wlnit  a  sight!"  Oranges,  oranges  everywhere!  A  wilderness  of  wealth  and 
l)eauty.  Major  Norris  told  us  that  he  had  already  shipped  .",(»(». (Kid  oranges,  and  that  he 
has  half  a  million  more  to  pick  and  ship.  He  conducted  us  from  tree  to  tree,  urging 
us  to  taste  of  this  kind  and  eat  of  that,  another  and  another. 

WORTH    A    JOIRNEY    ACROSS    THE    (  ONTINENT. 

At  last  he  led  us  to  a  tree  bearing  what  he  called  a  perfect  orange,  and  i)erfect  in- 
d.H'd  it  was— in  size,  shape,  color  and  (ptality— p«'rfectly  iK'autiful.  Not  content  with 
feasting  us  from  the  trees,  the  gener<.us  i)roprietor  insisted  on  i)utting  n  bag  full  int<» 
our  carriage  to  take  Inmie.  As  we  drove  l)ack  through  the  grov<'.  and  all  its  glory 
came  into  view  again.  I  felt  indeed  it  was  worth  a  journey  across  the  c(.ntinent  to 
behold  that  sight.  No  description  can  give  any  adetpiate  idea  of  the  exceeding  rich- 
ness and  l>eauty  of  an  oratige  grove  in  full  bearing.     Imagine  yourself  surr<»unded  by 

trees  thirty   feet  liigh.,with   thick,   glossy  green    foliage.  l)earing  from    2.(l(M»  to  r,. 

orang«'s  each,  laden  from  tip-top  to  the  ground,  and  often  hanging  in  clusters  of  five, 
ten.  fifteen,  and  sometim«'s  even  mon — apples  of  gold  in  pictures  of  emerald.  Do  you 
wonder  that  any  one  beholding  such  a  sight  gets  the  orange  fever'^  I  can  assure  you 
that  they  all  d<». 

This  orange  business  is  what  l»rings  so  many  here.  During  the  past  tive  months 
there  has  been  one  continual  stream  of  pec.ple  coming  to  Florida,  and  every  hotel  and 
boarding-house  has  been  full  to  (ivertlowing.  A  great  many  of  these  have  made  in- 
vestments an. 1  arranged  to  have  gr<»ves  planted.  As  a  result  this  entire  orange  belt  is 
being  transfoniKMl  with  amazing  rapidity  from  an  extensive  pine  forest  to  an  immense 
In  riding  (»ver  the  length  and  breadth  of   this  plateau,  you  can  scarcely 
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get  out  of  sight  of  an  orange  grove,  or  a  clearing  prepared  for  one.  Real  estate  is 
steadily  on  the  rise.  It  has  doubled  in  the  past  two  years,  and  everything  betokens  a 
further  advance. 

Is  it  a  wonder,  when  I  see  what  has  been  done— a  whole  town  built,  and  the  coun- 
try for  miles  around  dotted  with  the  homes  of  thrifty  settlers— and  remember  that  all 
this  has  been  accomplished  in  six  years— the  greater  part  of  it,  in  fact,  in  three  years 
—I  am  astonished  at  the  mighty  forces  which  have  been  and  are  still  at  work. 

It  is  now  a  demonstrated  fact  that  this  entire  plateau  is  especially  adapted  to  the 
raising  of  the  finest  oranges.  You,  yourself,  Mr.  Editor,  have  had  a  taste  of  them,  and 
testified  publicly  through  the  Examiner  as  to  their  quality.— JVeu?  York  Examiner. 
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A  HOUSE  LOT  40x100   FEET 

For  $3  in  Belmore  City,  Fla.  See  Page  23. 


FLORIDA   AS  A  SANITARIUM. 

WHAT  Florida  is  especially  as  a  health  resort,  to  what  extent  this  sunny  clime  has 
power  to  cure  disease,  restore  lost  vitality  and  prolong  life,  should  be  known  in  every 
hamlet  and  home.  For  there  are  tens  of  thousands  scattered  over  our  country,  suffer- 
ing from  pulmonary  and  other  diseases,  marked  for  an  early  gi-ave,  if  they  remain 
where  they  are,  who,  if  they  would  come  to  Florida,  might  almost  certainly  be  healed 
of  their  maladies,  and  live  in  comparative  health  and  comfort  to  a  good  old  age. 
Whoever,  therefore,  gives  the  public  reliable  information  on  this  subject  is  a  real  ben- 
efactor. 

Florida  has  many  attractions,  but  the  crown  and  pearl  of  them  all  is  her  incompar- 
able climate.  So  genial  and  balmy  is  it  that  in  winter,  as  well  as  summer,  even  inva- 
lids can  live  an  outdoor  life,  breathe  the  pure,  bracing  air  and  bask  in  the  warm  sun- 
shine. Say,  if  you  please,  that  her  soil  is  not  worth  five  dollars  an  acre  ;  her  climate  is 
worth  five  hundred,  and  that  without  any  discount,  for  it  is  here  to  stay.  It  is  difficult 
to  give  a  definite  idea  of  its  beauty.  Owing  to  tlie  peninsular  position  of  Florida,  its 
climate  is  unique.  It  is  unlike  that  of  any  other  Southern  State,  or  of  Santa  Barbara. 
You  find  nothing  like  it  in  Southern  Europe  or  Algiers.  Some  years  ago  a  fri.'iid  of 
mine  took  a  dear  daughter  to  Cannes  to  spend  the  winter.     The  physician  he  employed 

there,  a  very  intelligent  man,  said  to  him  one  day:  "Mr.  L ,  why  do  you  bring  your 

friends  suffering  from  pulmonary  diseases  to  this  country,  when  we  have  nothing  to 
offer  you  in  the  way  of  climate  at  all  comparable  to  your  own  beautiful  Florida?"  And 
he  went  on  to  give  his  reasons.  "  Here,"  said  he,  "  also  at  Nice  and  Mentone,  arc  high 
mountains  in  the  immediate  neighborhood,  where  the  air  becomes  icy  cold,  and  every 
now  and  then  a  wave  of  cold  air  sweeps  down  into  these  valleys  causing  a  change  of 
temperature  of  thirty  or  forty  degi-ees  in  a  few  hours,  chilling  us  to  the  bone.  But 
your  own  Florida  has  no  mountains  in  or  near  it  where  the  air  can  become  thus  cooled, 
and  no  such  sudden  changes  can  occur.  Your  Florida  air  never  has  the  chilly  quality 
which  ours  so  often  has.  It  is  perennially  soft  and  balmy."  Such  was  the  testimony 
of  an  intelligent  French  physician,  and  it  is  the  simple  truth.  This  climate  is  alto- 
gether -eculiar.  I  verily  believe  there  is  nothing  quite  equal  to  it  on  the  face  of  the 
earth.  , 

Of  course  the  climate  is  warm  in  the  direct  rays  of  the  sun— hot,  even  ;  but  it  is 
scarcely  ever  sultry,  muggj',  prostrating.  The  .sun,  though  hot,  does  not  smite.  Sun- 
strokes are  almost  unknown  ;  I  have  never  he^rd  of  one  here.  The  reason  is  that  the 
heat  is  marvelously  tempered  by  the  cool  sea  breezes  which  continually  play  across 
the  peninsula.     Even  in  the  hottest  part  of  the  day,  step  into  the  shade  and  at  once 
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you  fiud  the  air  deliciously  cool  and  refreshing,  and  at  the  same  time  indescribably 
soft  and  balniv.     This  feature  is  altogether  peculiar  to  Florida. 

Some  disilgreeable  weather  we  have  here,  to  be  sure,  especially  in  December  and 
part  of  January.  When  the  wind  is  from  the  northwest,  and  an  extra  cold  wave  is 
breaking  over  ill  the  North,  it  sweeps  down  even  hither,  and  we  have  to  close  our  doors 
and  windows,  and  kindle  our  fires.  But  after  two  or  three  days  the  wind  changes,  the 
leaden  clouds  disperse,  the  sun  shines  out  bright  and  clear,  the  birds  sing,  the  flowers 
look  up  and  smile,  and  our  lovely  Florida  is  herself  again.  The  cUmate  i:*  not  perfec- 
tion, but  it  is  as  near  it  as  can  be  found  anywhere  in  the  world. 

But  what  of  the  climate  in  summer  ?  you  ask.  Of  this  I  cannot  speak  from  experi- 
ence. But  one  who  knows  Florida  well,  says  he  is  accustomed  to  answer  the  question 
thus-  "In  winter  the  climate  is  pleasant ;  in  the  summer  delightful.  And  this,  I  think, 
would  be  the  general  testimony  of  those  who  remain  here  during  the  summer.  To  see 
how  this  can  be,  remember  that  the  sea  breezes  continually  blowing,  the  frequent  thun- 
der showers,  the  sun  often  veiled  by  passing  clouds,  and  the  always  cool  nights, 
w.mderfuUv  temper  the  summer  heat.  Indeed,  the  temperature  hardly  ever  rises  as 
high  as  it  does  in  our  Northern  cities,  and  is  never  so  oppressive.  The  only  thing  felt 
here  is  the  long  continued  heat  from  May  to  October.  One  thing  is  specially  worthy 
of  note  in  this  connection,  viz.:  that  those  suffering  from  chronic  catarrh  and  diseases 
of  the  respiratory  organs  generally,  are  more  signally  benefited  in  the  summer  than  in 
the  winter.  Let  such  by  all  means  remain  here  through  the  summer,  at  least  for  a  year 
or  two,  until  a  cure  is  established. 

But  is  it  not  excessively  damp  and  malarious  in  Florida?    As  to  dampness,  let  the 
Si^nial  Office  reports  answer.     The  mean  humidity  for  Jacksonville,  Key  West,  and 
Puuta  Rassa,  for  the  five  coldest  months  as  shown  by  these  reports,  is  72.7  ;  the  mean 
for  the  three  principal  cities  in  Minnesota  for  the  same  months,  74.3;  and  for  Cannes 
an.l  Mentone  for  same  time,  72.4.     These  statistics  show  a  difference  of  1.6  m  favor  of 
Florida  as  compared  with  Minnesota  for  these"  months,  while  Cannes  and  Metrt6ne  can 
boast  of  an  advance  of  only  .3    And  it  must  be  remembered  that  if  the  observation  had 
been  taken  in  the  highlands  of  the  interior,'  the  showing  would  still  be  better  for 
Florida.     Indeed,  carefully  prepared  tables  show  that  the  humidity  of  Florida  for  the 
entire  year  is  less  than  in  five  out  of  eight  of  the  most  noted  health  resorts  in  Europe. 
These  ifacts  should  correct  the  general  impression  as  to  the  dampness  of  Florida^    It  is 
only  fair  to  add  that,  taking  the  year  together,  Minnesota  leads  Florida  by  1.7;  but, 
again,  for  fair,  bright  days.  Florida  bears  off  the  palm  300  out  of  365  for  a  series  of  years. 
\8  to  malaria,  does  any  one  know  a  place  where  it  is  not  ?    We  have  it  in  Florida. 
In  marshy,  swampy  districts,  and  along  certain  streams  there  is  doubtless  considerable 
malaria  at  certain  sea.sons  of  the  year;  but  during  the  winter  months,  even  in  the  river 
towns,  little  danger  need  be  apprehended  from  this  cause,  and   in   these   high  pine 
regions  none  at  all.    They  are  as  free  from  malaria  as  the  average  health  sections  of  the 
North. 
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BELMOR£  CITY,  Clay  County,  Florida. 


I.Aiyi>  IS  THE   BASH!!!  OF  ITEAI.TH. 

A  SAFE  AND  CERTAIN  INVESTMENT. 


Tyiliy    f\P    ITf    Every   man,  woman   and  child  can  own  a    splendid     large    lot    In     Belmore 
I  nilllV    Ur    III    City,  Fla.,  for  only  $3.       Will    you   let  this    chance    go    by?      We  think  not. 

A  safe  speculation.  Xo  chance  to  lose,  but  sure  opportunity  to  make  big  money  on  a 
small  investment. 

The  small  smn  of  THREE  DOLLARS  buys  one  of  the  best  lots  in  Belmore  City, 
Florida,  40x100  feet.  A  bona  fide  sale  and  a  Warranty  Deed  given  with  each  lot.  Every 
man,  uoman,and  child  is  benefited  in  this  sale. 

A  small  investment  that  will  probably  return.  $100  in  one  year,  and  more  if  held  tiro 
years.  Buy  a  lot  for  yourself,  your  sweetheart,  your  wife,  your  daughters,  and  your  sons. 
It  will  pay  them  and  you.  It  is  better  than  a  Bank  or  any  other  investment.  Health, 
Climate,  and  Soil  unsurpassed.  Belmore  City  is  only  thirteen  miles  from  Green  Cove 
Springes,  on  the  St.  Johns  River,  and  a  few  miles  southwest  from  Jacksonville,  on  the  line 
of  the  Green  Cove  Springs  <fc  Melrose  Railroad. 

Belmore  City  is  right  in  the  heart  of  the  great  orange  belt.  High  pine  land.  Read, 
reflect,  and  buy  a  lot  or  two  at  once. 

These  lots  are  positively  on  sale  for  a  short  time  only.  Don't  trait.  An  opportunity 
like  this  will  not  occur  again.  Lots  are  all  situated  on  the  best  of  orange  land.  High 
and  dry.    Xo  siramps  or  malaria. 

The  following,  is  a  description  of  the  wonderful  advantages  to  the  public.  The 
Belmore  Florida  Land  Comi)any  of  Florida  was  legally  chartered  and  organized  under 
the  State  laws  of  Florida.  The  Company  purchased  nearly  4,000  acres  in  Clay  County, 
and  selected  the  very  best  and  most  eligible  part  for  a  city,  to  be  known  as  Belmore 
City.  Mr.  J.  J.  Treveres,  of  Jacksonville,  one  of  the  best  surveyors  in  the  State,  laid  it 
off  into  lots  40x100  feet,  which  are  now  placed  on  the  market  at  THREE  DOLLAKS 
each  (or  two  lots  together  for  .$5),  with  a  view  to  interest  Northern  influence  and  energy, 
and  procure  a  varied  ownership.  The  Company  reserve  certain  portions,  but  the 
residue  is  thrown  open  to  buyers  at  the  nominal  sum  of  $3  for  each  separate  lot.  Every 
lot  sold  will  enhance  the  value,  and  it  is  no  idle  boast  to  say  that  the  City  of  Belmore 
will  have  several  thousand  inha])itants  inside  of  two  years.  It  is  surrounded  by 
magnificent  pine  forests,  and  the  odor  of  the  balsam  from  the  pine  has  healing  in  it  for 
consumptives.  We  offer  also  for  a  short"  time  corner  lots  on  streets  and  avenues  for  $5 
each.    On  and  after  August  1st,  the  price  of  lots  will  be  advanced  to  $5  and  $10  each. 

Many  settlers  from  the  North  and  West  are  coming  in,  and  the  whole  of  this  beauti  - 
fill  tract  will  be  settled  by  a  prosperous  and  happy  people. 

The  Company  have  tracts  of  five  and  ten  acres  each  situated  in  and  around  Bel- 
more, which  they  offer  to  settlers  at  from  $15  to  $50  per  acre.  These  lands  are  all  high 
rolling  pine  land,  the  best  for  oranges,  fruit,  and  vegetables.  If  you  want  a  tract  of 
this  size  write  us,  but  first  secure  a  lot  in  Belmore  City.     A  recent  visitor  to  this  loca- 
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you  flud  the  air  deliciously  cool  and  refreshing,  and  at  the  same  time  indescribably 
soft  and  balniv.     This  feature  is  altogether  peculiar  to  Florida. 

Some  disa'greeable  weather  we  have  here,  to  be  sure,  especially  in  December  and 
part  of  January.  When  the  wind  is  from  the  northwest,  and  an  extra  cold  wave  is 
breaking  over  all  the  North,  it  sweeps  down  even  hither,  and  we  have  to  close  our  doors 
and  windows,  and  kindle  our  fires.  But  after  two  or  three  days  the  wind  changes,  the 
leaden  clouds  disperse,  the  sun  shines  out  bright  and  clear,  the  birds  sing,  the  flowers 
look  up  and  smile,  and  our  lovely  Florida  is  herself  again.  The  cUmate  is  not  perfec- 
tion, but  it  is  as  near  it  as  can  be  found  anywhere  in  the  world. 

But  what  of  the  climate  in  sunmier  ?  you  a.sk.  Of  this  I  cannot  speak  from  experi- 
ence. But  one  who  knows  Florida  well,  says  he  is  accustomed  to  answer  the  question 
thus-  "In  winter  the  climate  is  pleasant ;  in  the  summer  delightful.  And  this,  I  think, 
would  be  the  general  testinumy  of  those  who  remain  here  during  the  summer.  To  see 
how  this  can  be,  remember  that  the  sea  breezes  continually  blowing,  the  frequent  thun- 
der  showers,  the  sun  often  veiled  by  passing  clouds,  and  the  always  cool  nights, 
wonderfullv  temper  the  summer  heat.  Indeed,  the  temperature  hardly  ever  rises  as 
high  as  it  does  in  our  Northern  cities,  and  is  never  so  oppressive.  The  only  thing  felt 
here  is  the  long  continued  heat  from  May  to  October.  One  thing  is  specially  worthy 
of  note  in  this  connection,  viz.:  that  those  suffering  from  chronic  catarrh  and  diseases 
of  the  respiratory  organs  generally,  are  more  signally  benefited  in  the  .summer  than  in 
the  winter.  Let  such  by  all  means  remain  here  through  the  summer,  at  least  for  a  year 
or  two,  until  a  cure  is  established. 

But  is  it  not  excessively  damp  and  malarious  in  Florida?    As  to  dampness,  let  the 
Sicmal  Office  reports  answer.     The  mean  humidity  for  Jacksonville,  Key  ^\est,  and 
Punta  Rassa,  for  the  five  coldest  months  as  shown  by  these  reports,  is  72.7  ;  the  mean 
for  the  three  principal  cities  in  Minnesota  for  the  same  months,  74.3 ;  and  tor  Cannes 
and  Mentone  for  same  time,  72.4.     These  statistics  show  a  difference  of  1.6  in  favor  of 
Florida  as  compared  with  Minnesota  for  these  months,  while  Cannes  and  Metrt6ne  can 
l)oa.st  of  an  advance  of  only  .3    And  it  must  be  remembered  that  if  the  observation  had 
been  taken  in  the  highlands  of  the  interior,'  the  showing  would  still  be  better  for 
Florida.     Indeed,  carefullv  prepared  tables  show  that  the  humidity  of  Florida  for  the 
entire  vear  is  less  than  in  five  out  of  eight  of  the  mo.st  noted  health  resorts  in  Europe. 
These  ifacts  should  con-ect  the  general  impression  as  to  the  dampness  of  Florida.     It  is 
onlv  fair  to  add  that,  taking  the  year  together,  Minnesota  leads  Florida  by  1.7;  but, 
again,  for  fair,  bright  days.  Florida  bears  off  the  palm  3(K)  out  of  365  for  a  series  of  years. 
As  to  malaria,  does  any  one  know  a  place  where  it  is  not  ?    We  have  it  in  Florida. 
In  marshv,  swampv  districts,  and  along  certain  streams  there  is  doubtless  considerable 
malaria  at  certain  seasons  of  the  year;  but  during  the  winter  months,  even  in  the  river 
towns,  little  danger  need  be  apprehended  from  this  cause,  and   in  these  high  pine 
regions  none  at  aU.    They  are  as  free  from  malaria  as  the  average  health  sections  of  the 
North. 
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BELMORE  CITY,  Clay  County,  Florida. 


IiAND  18  THE  BA»I!!  OF  ITEAI^TII. 

A  SAFE  AND  CEETAIN  INVESTMENT. 


THINK  OF  IT! 


Every   man.  woman  and  child  can  own  a    splendid    large    lot    In     Belmore 

City.    Fla.,   for   only    $3.       Will    you    let    this    chance    £0    by?       We   think   not. 

A  safe  speculation.  Xo  cha7ice  to  lose,  but  sure  opportunity  to  make  big  money  on  a 
S7null  investment. 

The  small  sum  of  THREE  DOLLARS  buys  one  of  the  best  lots  in  Belmore  City, 
Florida,  40x100  feet.  A  bona  Jide  sale  and  a  Warranty  Deed  giveii  with  each  lot.  Every 
man,  woman,  and  child  is  benefited  in  this  sale. 

A  small  investment  that  will  probably  return.  ^100  in  one  year,  and  more  if  held  tuo 
years.  Buy  a  lot  for  yourself,  your  sweetheart,  your  wife,  your  daughters,  and  your  sons. 
It  will  pay  them  and  you.  It  is  better  than  a  Bunk  or  any  other  investment.  Health, 
Climate,  and  Soil  unsurpassed.  Belmore  City  is  only  thirteen  miles  from  Green  Cove 
Springs,  on  the  St.  Johns  River,  and  a  few  miles  southwest  from  Jacksonville,  on  the  line 
of  the  Green  Cove  Springs  &  Melrose  Railroad. 

Belmore  City  is  right  in  the  heart  of  the  great  orange  belt.  High  pine  land.  Read, 
reflect,  atid  buy  a  lot  or  two  at  once. 

These  lots  are  positively  on  sale  for  a  short  time  only.  Don't  irait.  An  opportunity 
like  this  will  not  occur  again.  Lots  are  all  situated  on  the  best  of  orange  land.  High 
and  dry.    Xo  swamps  or  malaria. 

The  following, is  a  description  of  the  wonderful  advantages  to  the  public.  The 
Belmore  Florida  Land  Company  of  Florida  was  legally  chartered  and  organized  under 
the  State  laws  of  Florida.  The  Company  purchased  nearly  4,000  acres  in  Clay  County, 
and  selected  the  very  best  and  most  eligible  part  for  a  city,  to  be  known  as  Belmore 
City.  Mr.  J.  J.  Treveres,  of  Jacksonville,  one  of  the  best  surveyors  in  the  State,  laid  it 
oft  into  lots  40x100  feet,  whicli  are  now  placed  on  the  market  at  THREE  DOLLAKS 
each  {or  two  lots  together  for  $5),  with  a  view  to  interest  Northern  influence  and  energy, 
and  procure  a  varied  ownership.  The  Company  reserve  certain  portions,  but  the 
residue  is  thrown  open  to  buyers  at  the  nominal  sum  of  $3  for  each  separate  lot.  Every 
lot  sold  will  enhance  the  value,  and  it  is  no  idle  boast  to  say  that  the  City  of  Belmore 
will  have  several  thousand  inhaljitants  inside  of  two  years.  It  is  surrounded  by 
magnificent  pine  forests,  and  the  odor  of  the  balsam  from  the  pine  has  healing  in  it  for 
consumptives.  We  offer  also  for  a  short'  time  corner  lots  on  streets  and  avenues  for  $5 
each.    On  and  after  August  1st,  the  price  of  lots  will  be  advanced  to  $5  and  $10  each. 

Many  settlers  from  the  North  and  West  are  coming  in,  and  the  whole  of  this  beauti  - 
ful  tract  will  be  settled  by  a  prosperous  and  happy  people. 

The  Company  have  tracts  of  five  and  ten  acres  each  situated  in  and  around  Bel- 
more, which  they  offer  to  settlers  at  from  $15  to  $50  per  acre.  These  lands  are  all  high 
rolling  pine  land,  the  best  for  oranges,  fruit,  and  vegetables.  If  you  want  a  tract  of 
this  .size  write  us,  but  first  secure  a  lot  in  Belmore  City.     A  recent  visitor  to  this  loca- 
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tion  and  one  ^ho  has  spent  years  in  Florida,  made  this  statement:  I  predict  that  the 
ime  will  come  »heu  the  entire  tract  will  be  one  settlement;  every  mch  of  ground  «ull 
be  covered  with  the  umbrageous  and  sweet-scented  orange  groves  and  tropical  Inuts 
and  vegetables,  vielding  their  owners  immense  incomes;  while  the  balmy,  sunny 
climate  will  bring  back  health  to  the  pallid  cheek  of  the  invalid."  But  when  a  person 
sees  the  remarkable  advantages  which  this  section  offers  he  wiU  become  as  enthu- 

siastic  as  those  -Nvho  have  seen  it.  ,         ^  * 

To  the  European  immigrant  who  wants  a  good  home,  health,  and  good  government, 
ample  labor  and  final  competency;  to  the  New  Englander  who  dreads  those  bitter 
northeastern  winds  and  the  blank  pecuniary  prospects  of  home  farm  life ;  to  the  West- 
erner who  recollects  those  blasts  which  sweep  down  from  the  Rocky  Mountains,  and 
the  burdening  grasshopper  of  autumn ;  to  the  Southerner  who  has  grown  poorer 
annually  through  the  cotton  caterpillar ;  to  all  these  Belmore  offers  her  cheap,  fertile 
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land,  and  here  in  this  sunny  clime  they  can  engage  in  a  lucrative  business,  demanding 
no  great  exhaustive  labor,  and  here  they  will  soon  acquire  health,  wealth,  and  happi- 

"'"'in  the  way  of  transportation  facilities  Belmore  City  is  already  well  taken  care  of. 
The  gi-eat  Trunk  Line,  "The  Orange  Belt,"  Jacksonville  &  Key  West  Railway,  direct  to 
Green  Cove  Springs,  from  there  only  thirteen  miles  by  Green  Cove  Springs  k  Melrose 

Railroad  to  Belmore.  .  i        *•♦•  i    ,    ♦!,« 

CUMATE  AND  HEALTH.-The  climate  of  this  section  is  the  most  beautiful  on  the 
globe,  surpassing  Italv.  Cool,  balmy,  delightful  breezes  are  constantly  blowing  from 
the  Atlantic,  the  Gulf,  and  the  pine  lands.  The  thermometer  in  mid-summer  rarely 
goes  above  90-,  and  in  winter  ranges  between  50^  and  70\  with  no  ice,  no  frost  and  no 
snow.  No  simstrokes  ever  occur  in  summer,  and  at  night  plea.sant  and  refreshing 
sleep  can  always  be  found.  No  sickness,  so  doctors  do  not  get  rich.  No  malignan 
fevers,  as  there  are  no  rivers.  This  immediate  region  is  well  adapted  for  a  summer  and 
a  winter  resort. 
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The  mild  climate  makes  an  expensive  house  unnecessary ;  fuel  is  to  be  had  for  the 
expense  only  of  gathering  it,  and  thus  far  the  necessity  has  not  arisen  for  expenditures 
that  in  the  city  resident's  expense  account  book  should  properly  appear  as  "paid  for 
keeping  up  appearances." 

//  is  the  plan  of  the  Company  to  re-invest  the  proceeds  of  all  sales  of  land  for  some 
years  in  the  improvement  of  avenues  and  streets,  making  orange  groves,  etc. 

The  land  in  and  around  Belmore  is  the  best  in  the  State  for  orange  growing.  There 
is  already  $8,000,000  invested  in  orange  groves  in  the  State,  and  the  field  is  open  for 
the  profitable  employment  of  $50,000,000  more.  Belmore  is  only  thirty  houi-s'  ride  from 
New  York.  For  the  capital,  results  have  shown  that  there  is  not  at  present  any  pursuit, 
where  tilling  the  ground  is  involved,  that  will  yield  larger  cash  returns  than  oranges. 

How  Orange  Groves  Pay.— The  Spear  grove,  situated  near  Sanford,  in  Orange 
County,  Florida,  contains  six  acres  of  550  trees,  which  in  1883,  produced  1,800  oranges 
each,  and  netted  the  owner  $2,000  per  acre,  and  the  present  owner  says  that  the  annual 
average  of  the  550  trees  will  be  about  1,000  each.  Just  opposite  this  wonderful  Spear 
grove  is  another,  containing  three  acres,  which,  though  a  young  grove,  has  given  2,300 
boxes  of  oranges  a  year.  Two  miles  west  of  Belmore  City  there  is  a  small  clearing, 
owned  by  Aart)n  Geiger.  This  man  has  several  very  thrifty  trees,  two  of  them,  the  past 
sea.son,  yielding  over  10,000  oranges  each. 

The.se  few  items  are  only  cited  to  show  what  is  being  done  in  Florida  by  orange 
growers.  There  are  thousands  of  men,  and  women,  too,  who  have  fine  groves  that  are 
doing  as  well  as  those  we  have  mentioned.  The  Harris  grove,  near  Ocalla.  which,  by 
the  way,  is  only  ten  ydars  old,  paid  its  owner  a  net  profit  this  season  of  n.early  seventy- 
two  fh(tnsand  dollars. 

The  lands  in  this  section  are  the  most  productive  known.  All  the  early  vegetables 
are  served,  commencing  in  Feluniary.  and  it  is  wonderful  how  the  soil  responds  to 
practical  cultivation.  It  is  of  a  dark,  sandy  character,  and  ten  minutes  after  a  rain  no 
water  remains  on  tlie  surface— the  soil  absorbing  it  all.  Three  crops  can  be  taken  off 
witliiii  the  year.  There  is  produced  cotton,  corn,  rice,  oats,  sugar-cane,  with  vege- 
tal)les  of  all  kinds  and  of  mamim)th  size,  together  with  peaches,  grapes,  plums,  melons, 
pomegranates,  bananas,  tigs,  oranges,  lemons,  guava,  Japanese  plums,  Le  Conte  pears, 
olives,  and  all  fruits  and  fiowers  belonging  to  a  semi-tropical  climate. 

Belmore  City,  therefore,  is  a  good  investment,  and  never  before  has  there  been 
such  an  opportunity  to  secure  lots  in  a  place  possessing  such  wonderful  advantages  and 
with  a  certainty  of  a  great  rise  in  vidues.  Every  lot  has  a  shade  tree  thereon,  either 
pine,  oak,  magnolia  or  bay,  and  there  is  no  difference,  as  the  lots  are  all  alike,  and 
situated  on  high  and  level  ground.  Lots  in  Sharon,  only  three  miles  distant,  com- 
mand from  $75  to  $100.     Lumber  can  be  had  at  from  $5  to  $12  per  M. 

Buy  a  lot  for  each  of  your  children.  It  will  prove  a  good  investment.  There  are 
only  a  certain  number  to  be  sold,  and  that  ends  all  that  can  be  had.  By  forming  clubs, 
parties  in  each  town  can  secure  lots  together. 

The  merchant,  professional  man,  mechanic,  clerk,  laboring  man,  and.  in  fact,  every 
person,  male  or  female,  will  find  this  an  opportunity  rarely  offered  to  invest  a  small 
sum  which  is  very  likely  to  become  a  great  one  in  a  little  while.  Our  object  in  putting 
the  price  of  these  lots  so  low  is  to  secure  a  wide  and  diversified  ownership,  satisfied 
that  the  enhanced  value  of  such  as  are  reserved  by  the  Company  will  fuUy.  compen- 
sate us. 

The  Company  has  donated  the  grounds  for  schools  and  churches  of  all  denomina- 
tions, as  they  are  desirous  of  affording  perfect  facilities  in  this  respect.  The  attention 
of  the  entire  North  has  been  attracted  to  Florida  as  a  new  country,  well  fitted  for  enter- 
prise, energj%  and  push  to  succeed  ;  hence  Belmore  City  is  offered  as  possessing  much 
that  can  be  profitably  turned  to  the  advantage  of  lot  owners  in  the  near  future.  }ye 
especially  recommend  this  investment  to  ladies. 
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tion.  and  one  ^vho  has  spent  years  m  Florida,  made  tins  statement:  I  predict  that  the 
time  will  eonie  when  the  entire  traet  will  be  one  settlement :  every  meh  ol  ground  will 
be  covered  with  the  umbrageous  and  sweet-seented  orange  groves  and  tropical  Iruits 
and  ve-etables.  vielding  their  owners  immense  incomes;  while  the  balmy,  sunny 
climate'^vill  bring  back  health  to  the  pallid  cheek  of  the  invalid."  But  when  a  person 
sees  the  remarkable  advantages  which  this  section  otters  he  will  become  as  enthu- 
siastic as  those  Avho  have  seen  it. 

To  the  European  immigrant  who  wants  a  good  home,  health,  and  good  government, 
ample  labor  and  tinal  competency:  to  the  New  Englander  who  dreads  those  bitter 
northeastern  winds  and  tJie  blank  pecuniary  prospects  of  home  farm  lite :  to  the  ^Vest- 
erner  who  recollects  those  blasts  which  sweep  down  from  the  Kocky  Mountains,  and 
the  burdening  gi'asshopper  of  autumn;  to  the  Southerner  who  has  grown  poorer 
annuallv  through  the  cotton  caterpillar ;  to  all  these  Belmore  otters  her  cheap,  fertile 
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land,  and  here  in  this  sunny  clime  they  .-an  engage  in  a  lucrative  business,  demanding 
no  great  exhaustive  labor,  and  here  they  will  soon  accpiiiv  health,  wealth.  an<l  happi- 

'''"in  thewav.f  transpnrtati<m  facilities  Belm..re  City  is  already  well  taken  care  of. 
TlM-  great  Trunk  Line.  -The  Orange  licit."  Jacksonville  6c  Key  West  llailway.  direct  to 
(;,vrn  Cove  Springs,  from  there  only  thirteen  miles  by  (ireen  C.ve  Springs  .V  Melrose 

Kailroad  to  Belmore.  . 

CLIMVTE  AND  HEALTH.-The  climate  of  this  secti.m   is  the   nM.st   beaiitilul  .m  the 

,.lobe.  surpassing  Italv.  C.ol.  balmy.  .U'lightful  breezes  are  constantly  blowing  from 
the  \tlantic.  the(iulf'.and  the  piiu"  lands.  The  thermometer  in  mid-summer  rarely 
..„es  above  lU*  .  and  in  winter  ranges  between  50  and  70  .  with  no  ice.  no  tn.st.  and  no 
snow  No  sunstrokes  t>ver  occur  in  summer,  and  at  night  pleasiint  and  refreshing 
sleep  can  alwavs  be  foimd.  N,.  sickness,  so  doctors  do  n..t  get  rich.  No  malignant 
fevers,  as  tlu«r.">  are  no  rivers.  This  immediate  region  is  well  adapted  f..r  a  summer  and 
a  winter  resort. 
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The  mild  climate  makes  an  expensive  house  unnecessary;  fuel  is  to  be  had  for  the 
expense  only  of  gathering  it.  and  thus  far  the  necessity  has  not  arisen  ior  expenditures 
that  in  the  city  residents  expense  account  book  should  properly  appear  as  "paid  for 
keeping  up  appearances.' 

//  is  thf  plan  of  the  Compuuy  to  rc-inref<t  the  proceeds  of  all  sahs  of  land  for  some 
ijeurs  in  the  improvement  of  arenues  and  streets,  makino  orange  <j roves,  etc. 

The  land  in  jind  around  Belmore  is  the  best  in  the  State  for  <minge  growing.  There 
is  already  SN.ooo.OdO  invested  in  orange  gi'oves  in  the  State,  and  the  tield  is  ()i)en  for 
the  profitable  employment  of  5^.30,000.000  more.  Belmore  is  only  thirty  hours'  ri(h>  from 
New  York.  For  the  capital,  results  have  shown  that  there  is  not  at  in-esent  any  pursuit, 
wliere  tilling  the  ground  is  involved,  that  will  yield  larger  cash  returns  than  oranges. 

How  ()KAN(iE  (iiiOVES  Pay.— The  Spear  grove,  situated  near  Sanford.  in  Orange 
County.  Florida,  contains  six  acres  of  ooO  trees,  wliicli  in  ls,s;{.  produced  l.SOO  oranuts 
enrh.  and  netted  the  owner  S2.0(»0  per  acre,  and  the  present  owner  says  that  the  annual 
average  (jf  the  o.jl)  trees  will  be  abtuit  l.OdO  each.  Just  opposite  this  wonderful  Si)eai- 
gi(>ve  is  another,  containing  three  acres,  which,  though  a  young  grove,  has  given  "J.iJOO 
boxes  of  oranges  a  year.  Two  miles  west  of  Belmori' City  there  is  a  small  clearing, 
(.wned  by  Aanm  Geig<'r.  This  man  has  several  very  thrifty  trees,  two  of  them,  the  i)ast 
season,  yielding  over  10.000  oranges  each. 

These  few  items  are  only  citt'd  to  show  what  is  being  done  in  Florida  i»y  orange 
gi'-wers.  There  are  thousands  (»r  men.  and  W(»men.  too.  who  have  line  gntves  that  ai'e 
(lo.ig  as  well  as  th(»se  we  have  mentioned.  The  Harris  grove,  near  Oealla.  which,  by 
liie  way.  is  only  ten  y«>ars  old.  paid  its  owner  a  net  protit  this  season  of  n.early  s,  rt  hIii- 
hfi)  tliiHistnot  ilttllars. 

The  lands  in  this  section  are  the  most  prodnctiv«"  known.  All  the  early  vegetables 
are  serv«'d.  commencing  in  February,  ami  it  is  w(.nd«-rfnl  how  the  soil  responds  to 
].ractical  cultivation.  It  is  of  a  dark,  sandy  character,  and  ten  minutes  after  a  rain  no 
water  remains  on  the  surfac* — the  soil  absorbing  it  all.  Three  croi)s  can  be  taken  otT 
witiiin  the  yeai-.  There  is  jji-oduced  cotton,  corn.  rice.  oats,  sugar-eane.  with  vege- 
tables of  all  kinds  and  of  mammnth  size,  together  with  peaches.  gra])es.  plums,  melons, 
pomegranates,  bananas,  tigs,  oranges,  h-nions.  gnava.  Japanese  i>lnms.  Le  Conte  jtears, 
olives,  and  all  fruits  and  tlowers  beh.nging  to  a  sj-mi -tropical  climate. 

belmore  City,  therefor*',  is  a  good  investment,  and  never  before  has  there  Immh 
such  an  opportunity  to  secure  lots  in  a  place  ])ossessing  such  wonderful  advantages  and 
\\ith  a  certaiidy  of  a  great  rise  in  vahies.  Every  lot  has  a  shade  tree  thereon,  either 
pine.  oak.  magnolia  or  bay,  and  there  is  no  ditfereiice.  as  the  lots  are  all  alike,  and 
situated  <ni  high  and  level  ground.  Lots  in  Sharon,  only  three  miles  distant,  com- 
mand from  iyl't  to  split.     Lumber  can  be  had  at  from  S.")  t(t  S12  per  M. 

r.uy  a  lot  for  each  of  your  children.  It  will  ])rove  a  good  investment.  Thei-e  are 
only  a  certain  number  to  be  sold,  and  that  ends  all  that  can  be  had.  T.y  forming  clul)s. 
parties  in  ea»-h  town  can  secni-e  lots  together. 

The  merchant.  i»rolessional  man.  mechanic,  clerk,  laboring  man.  and.  in  fact,  every 
jMison.  male  or  female,  will  tind  this  an  oi)portunity  rarely  otfeivd  to  invest  a  small 
sum  which  is  very  likely  to  become  a  great  one  in  a  litth'  while.  Our  object  in  imtting 
the  i»rice  of  these  l<»ts  so  low  is  to  secure  a  wide  and  diversilied  owm-rshiji.  satisfied 
that  the  enhance<l  value  of  such  as  are  reserved  by  the  Company  will  fully  compen- 
sate us. 

The  Company  has  donated  the  grounds  for  schools  and  churches  (»f  all  denomina- 
tions, as  they  are  desirous  of  attording  pert\'ct  facilities  in  this  ri-sjx-ct.  Tin'  attentitm 
of  the  entire  North  has  l»een  attracted  t(»  Florida  as  a  new  c<.untry.  well  fitted  for  enter- 
]trise.  energy,  and  i)ush  to  succeed:  hence  Belmore  City  is  ()rtere<l  as  possessing  much 
that  can  be  profitably  turned  U}  the  advantage  of  lot  owners  in  the  near  future.  We 
isjxrialljf  recommend  this  inn  shm  tit  to  ladirs. 
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tion.  and  one  who  has  spent  years  m  Florida,  made  this  statement:  I  predict  that  the 
;;.;;; .  iU  eome  when  the  entire  tract  will  be  one  settlement ;  every  inch  ot  ground  ^M  1 
he  covered  with  the  umbrageous  and  sweet-scented  orange  groves  and  tropical  Irnits 
■aid  vegetables,  vielding  their  owners  immense  incomes;  while  the  balmy,  snniiy 
'climate^wili  bring  back  health  to  the  pallid  cheek  of  the  invalid."  But  when  a  person 
sees  the  remarkabl.  advantages  which  this  section  otfers  he  will  become  us  enthu- 
siastic as  those  Avho  have  seen  it.  ,  ,  ♦ 
To  the  European  immigrant  who  wants  a  good  home,  health,  and  good  government, 
ample  labor  and  tinal  competency;  to  the  New  Englander  who  dreads  those  bitter 
n,>rtheastern  winds  and  the  blank  pecuniary  prospects  of  home  farm  hie;  to  the  ^Vest- 
,.rner  who  recollects  those  blasts  which  sweep  down  from  tlu>  Kocky  Mountains,  and 
the  burdening  gi'asshopper  of  autumn  ;  to  the  Southerner  who  has  grown  poorer 
annuallv  through  the  cotton  caterpillar ;  to  all  these  Belmore  otters  her  cheap,  tertile 
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land,  and  heiv  in  this  sunny  clime  they  can  engage  in  a  lucrative  business,  demanding 
no  gTcat  exhaustive  labor,  and  here  they  will  so.m  ac.piire  health,  wealth,  and  liappi- 

'""in  thewavof  transportation  facilities  Belmore  City  is  already  well  taken  care  (>f. 
The  .-reat  Trunk  Line,  -riie  Orange  Belt."  Jacksonville  A-  Key  Wc-st  Bail  way.  direct  to 
«;reen  Cove  Springs,  from  there  only  thirteen  miles  by  (ireen  Cove  Springs  ^  Melrose 

Bailroad  to  Belmore.  . 

CLiMVTE  AM)  HF.ALTH.-The  climate  of  this  section  is  the  most  beautilul  ..n  the 
oh.be.  surpassing  Italv.  Cool,  balmy,  delightful  breezes  are  constantly  blowing  tr.mi 
Uie  Atlantic,  the  dulf".  an.l  the  pine  lands.  The  thermometer  in  mid-summer  rarely 
goes  above  IM)  .  and  in  winter  ranges  between  r,(.  and  7(.  .  with  no  ice.  no  tr(»st.  and  n<. 
snow.  No  sunstrokes  ever  o.eur  in  sunnner.  and  at  night  pleasant  and  relreshmg 
sleep  can  alwavs  be  found.  No  sickness,  so  doctors  do  not  get  ri<-h.  No  mahgmin 
fevc.rs.  as  there  are  no  rivers.  This  immediate  regi<m  is  well  a.lapted  for  a  summer  and 
a  winter  resort. 
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The  mild  climate  makes  an  expensive  house  unnecessary  ;  fuel  is  to  be  had  for  the 
expense  only  of  gathering  it.  and  thus  far  the  necessity  has  not  arisen  for  expenditures 
that  in  the  city  residents  expense  account  book  should  proi)erly  appear  as  "paid  for 
keeping  up  appearances." 

It  is  tlu  })lan  of  the  (Unnpumj  to  r(-itinst  the  proceeds  of  idl  sahs  of  land  for  some 
ijuurs  in  the  improvenunf  of  arenues  and  streets.  maJxinfi  orange  ff roves,  etc. 

The  land  in  and  around  Belmore  is  the  best  in  the  State  for  oraiigi'  growing.  There 
is  already  SH.OOit.dilo  invested  in  orange  gi'oves  in  the  State,  and  the  tield  is  oi)en  for 
tlie  profitable  employment  of  5^5(1, (MUi,(iO<»  more.  Belmore  is  only  thirty  hours'  ride  from 
New  Y(U-k.  For  the  capital,  results  have  shown  that  there  is  not  at  present  any  pursuit. 
wJiere  tilling  the  ground  is  involved,  that  will  yield  larger  cash  returns  than  oranges. 

How  ()KAX(iE  (Jkoves  Pay.— The  Spear  grove,  situated  near  Sanford,  in  Orange 
County.  Fhn-ida.  contains  six  acres  of  ood  tri'es.  which  in  lS.s:{.  produced  I.SIMI  orangrs 
riirh.  and  netted  the  owner  S2.(>t»(»  per  acre,  and  the  i)resent  owner  says  that  the  annual 
average  of  the  TwO  trees  will  be  about  1. (KM)  each.  Just  oppo.site  this  wonderful  Spear 
grove  is  another,  containing  three  acres,  which,  tlnuigh  a  young  grove,  has  given  2, :{(»<» 
h(.xes  of  oranges  a  year.  Two  miles  wt'st  of  Belmore  City  there  is  a  small  c-li-aring. 
owned  Ity  Aaron  Geiger.  This  man  has  several  very  thrifty  trees,  two  of  theni.  tlu'  past 
season,  yielding  over  Ki.oun  oranges  each. 

These  few  items  are  only  cited  to  show  what  is  being  done  in  Fhtrida  by  orang<- 
growers.  There  are  thousands  of  men.  and  wc.meii.  too.  wIk.  have  tine  groves  thai  are 
doi.ig  as  well  as  those  we  have  mentioned.  Tlu'  Harris  grove,  near  Ocalla.  whieh.  by 
the  wiiy.  is  only  ten  years  old.  paid  its  owner  a  net  protit  this  Ncasoii  of  nearly  sm  ntn- 
tiri)  lliiHisa lid  dollars. 

The  lands  in  this  settioii  are  the  most  productive  known.  All  llie  early  vegetables 
are  served.  c(.mm«'ncing  in  February,  and  it  is  wonderful  how  the  soil  responds  to 
l.raetieal  cultivation.  It  is  of  a  dark,  sandy  charai-ter.  and  ten  miinites  after  a  rain  n<. 
water  remains  on  tlie  surtaet — the  soil  absorbing  it  all.  'I'iiree  crops  t-an  be  tak.n  oil 
within  the  year,  'i'here  is  pr»»duced  cotton,  corn.  rice.  oats,  sugai'-eane.  with  \.'ge- 
tables  of  all  kiiuls  and  of  mammoth  size,  togetlu-r  with  peaches.  grai»es.  i>lunis.  melons, 
pi.megranates.  bananas,  tigs,  oranges,  lemons,  guava.  Japanese  ])lums.  T.e  Conte  p.ars. 
olives,  and  all  fruits  and  ll»»wt'rs  belonging  to  a  semi-tro]»ical  ciiniate. 

Belmore  City,  therefore,  is  a  good  investment,  and  never  before  has  there  been 
>ueh  an  opportunity  to  secure  lots  in  a  i)lace  jxissessing  such  wonderful  a<lvantages  and 
\\ith  a  certainty  (»f  a  great  rise  in  values.  Every  lot  has  a  shade  tree  thereon,  eitln-i- 
pine.  oak.  magnolia  (»r  bay.  and  there  is  no  ditfereiice.  as  the  lots  are  all  alike,  and 
situated  on  high  and  level  ground.  Lots  in  Sharon,  only  thr«-e  miles  distant,  com- 
mand from  ST")  to  SKmi.     Lund)er  can  be  had  at  from  S")  to  ^^12  i»er  M. 

Buy  a  lot  tor  eacli  ot  your  children.  It  will  itrove  a  good  investment.  There  are 
only  a  certain  number  to  be  sold,  and  that  ends  all  that  can  he  had.  By  forming  clnhs. 
parties  in  each  town  can  se<'ure  lots  together. 

The  merchant.  i)rofessional  man.  mechanic,  clerk,  laboring  man.  and.  in  fact,  every 
person,  male  or  female,  will  tind  this  an  opportunity  rarely  otfered  to  invest  a  small 
>nni  whii-h  is  very  likdy  to  l>ecome  a  great  one  in  a  little  while.  Our  object  in  laitting 
the  price  of  these  lots  so  low  is  to  secure  a  wide  and  diversilied  ow  nei-sliij».  satistied 
that    the  enhanced  value  of   such  as  are  reserved  by    the  Conii)any  will  fully  compt-n- 

sate  us. 

The  Company  has  donated  the  grounds  for  schools  and  churches  (»f  all  denomina- 
tions, as  they  are  desirous  of  att'ording  i)erf«'ct  facilities  in  this  resi)ect.  'ihe  attention 
of  the  entire  North  has  hei-n  attracted  t(>  Florida  as  a  new  country,  well  titled  lor  enter- 
prise, energy,  and  push  to  succeed  ;  hence  B»-lmore  City  is  ottered  as  ])ossi'ssing  much 
that  can  be  protttahly  turned  t->  the  advantage  of  lot  owners  in  the  near  future.  Wi 
rsjif  lialli/  reeoHino  nd  this  innstnif  nt  to  ladirs. 
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T„,.  RF1.MOBE  FLOKiDi  LAND  CoMPAKY  reserve  the  full  aud  excUisive  right  to  use 

the  STBBETS  a,»r.™s  now  or  hereafter  to  be  lai.l  off  on  the  lauds  of  said  Co.upuny 

or  the  folio  "iu'  purposes,  viz.    Street  railroad  rights  of  ^va,•.  water  works,  water 

p-;el  gal  wort"  and  ga's  pipes,  street  lamps,  electric  aud  other  lights.    Telegraph  and 

'"'No'iMplTvEMBNTSueedbe  made  ou  any  lot  or  lots  bought  until  the  buyer  gets 

,.,An      The  deed  will  hold  just  as  solid  and  good  as  if  you  went  to  work  and 

Tec^d  ahorse  thereor    Tlle  ti.leti  the  property isperfeC. and  all  purchasers  may  be 

"'^tr::^!lTh:?atr;:f  1";  irBelmore  is  very  low.  and  Clay  Con.Uy  is  entirely 

,  I^^Im     The  asses.sors  have  been  on  for  this  year,  and  no  taxes  wdl  be  assessed 

Tti.  next  Apri.     xt:  rate  of  taxation  is  about  U  mills  on  the  dollar,  or  Iron,  three  to 

""■aoo;  W.:xiBcanbe  obtained  from  wells  which  only  have  to  be  dug  to  a  depth  of 

*'"  TpTat  of  "ti;  ci.v,  showing  where  your  lot  is  located,  will  be  sent  to  each  pur- 
chaser     Tht;:;a^:a;e  litho;raphed  and  will  be  f„nu.,e.,  free.     Correspondence 

""  Eve!^  ladv.  bov.  and  girl  should  say  that  they  own  real  estate,  aud  should  at  once 
h„v  one  or  two  lots.     It  will  prove  a  good  and  safe  investment.  ,      ,      ,  ,        . 

6„  ,LZZeL.Jn,.,,,-''ny,  and  kno,e  ,he  above  sta,e,nen,.  are  true.  I  amper^onall, 
lamlx  or  loin  Ikey  may  buy  of  h,s  Company. -W .  %  •  K-  row  is,  ruor. 

*'"'rEFERENCES._S.  .K.  Kean  A  Company,  Bankers,  Chicago:  C.  H.  Fuller.  Adver- 
tising  Igeut,  Chi,  ago  ;  Chicago  Paper  Compan,".  Chicago  -,  Genera  -^™- .;  ,/^; 
Trev:res,  Jacksouviile.  Fla.;  A^M  Beck  Es..  .I.u.ks.,n.Uc  ^-^^^^^  ^  Z.. 
Esq..  163  Grand  street,  Jersey  City,  N.  J.,  H.  >.  Hmej ,  ^sq.,  .  h 

Deed.     Address  Principal  Office,  Chicago. 

J.  H.  PLUMMER,  Pres.  Belmore  Florida  Land  Company, 

:Bx-y£^xxt  I31ocli.,   Olrlc£*so,  11-3 

Or  50  W.  Bay  St.,  JacksonviUe,  Fla. 


OFFICERS: 


J.  H.  PLUMMER,  Pest..  Chicago,  111. 


Dr.  Eben  p.  Clafp,  Sec'y,  Evanston,  111. 


DIRECTORS: - 


REV.  GEO.  PLUMMER.  Lisbon  Falls,  Me.      1  David  H.  Anderson,  Elgin,  111. 
^^  p.  T.  Barry,  Englewood,  111. 
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